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formity or lack of it to biblical and 
church teachings. 

F. applauds Asian theologians' proj­
ect of constructing christologies from 
their own cultural and religious re­
sources and for their own distinctive 
contexts. He highlights their profound 
sense of mystery which prevents them 
from succumbing to an exclusivist chris­
tology, their insistence on Jesus' hu­
manity which enables them to stress the 
necessity of struggling for justice, and 
their use of certain neglected or unfa­
miliar images of Jesus. 

On the other hand, he cautions with 
deep humility that inculturation without 
conversion, liberation without the hope 
given by the revelation of God's love on 
the cross, and interreligious dialogue 
without affirming the "uniqueness" of 
Jesus Christ would run the risk of be­
traying the substance of the Christian 
faith. One cannot but whole-heartedly 
agree with F.'s final appeal for a mutual 
collaboration and enrichment between 
Asian and Western theologians. F.'s 
book is itself a precious contribution to 
this much-needed collaboration. 

PETER C. PHAN 
Catholic University of America, D.C. 

ROME HAS SPOKEN: A GUIDE TO FOR­
GOTTEN PAPAL STATEMENTS, AND How 
THEY HAVE CHANGED THROUGH THE 
CENTURIES. Edited by Maureen Fiedler 
and Linda Rabben. New York: Cross­
road, 1998. Pp. xi + 243. $19.95. 

The editors of this volume seek to 
challenge a view of divine revelation 
that is both ahistorical and positivist by 
providing documentary evidence of the 
historical fact of doctrinal change in the 
Roman Catholic tradition. Each of the 
18 chapters addresses an issue that has 
undergone considerable change in 
church teaching (e.g. infallibility, theo­
logical dissent, usury, slavery). Each 
chapte r consists of a brief, one-
paragraph introduction followed by a 
chronologically ordered set of excerpts 
from official magisterial documents in­
tended to demonstrate the fact of doc­
trinal change. Occasionally, a particular 
text will be followed by a sentence or 

two of contextualization. Each chapter 
concludes with a three-to-six-page com­
mentary by an independent scholar and 
a set of discussion questions. 

The volume is intended for a more 
popular readership. While the editors 
should be applauded for making acces­
sible to a larger public documentation 
supporting the reality of doctrinal 
change in the Church, the volume is 
compromised by a number of factors. 
First, given that the volume is intended 
for a broader audience, the introduc­
tions and brief contextualizations are in­
adequate to provide a fair historical 
context for reading these texts. Second, 
the accompanying commentaries are 
uneven. Most of the scholars handle 
their assigned topic quite ably (e.g. Cur-
ran, Gudorf, Hayes, McCormick, Ta-
vard), but others seem to have a less 
firm mastery of their topic. 

Finally, the editors clearly intend the 
volume to further the reformist agenda 
associated with their Quixote Center. 
While there is much to commend in that 
agenda, the polemical tone sustained by 
the editors may lead some readers to 
question the objectivity of the volume's 
presentation. It would be regrettable in­
deed if this editorial tone were to un­
dermine the very goal of the project, 
namely, to provide to a wide readership 
a more historically informed grasp of 
the reality of doctrinal change and the 
possibilities which that fact suggests for 
the future of the Church. 

RICHARD R. GAILLARDETZ 
University of St. Thomas, Houston 

THE CHURCH AS MORAL COMMUNITY: 
ECCLESIOLOGY AND ETHICS IN ECUMENI­
CAL DEBATE. By Lewis S. Mudge. New 
York: Continuum; Geneva: WCC, 1998. 
Pp. 192. $19.95. 

These critical and constructive reflec­
tions emerge from the recent ecclesiol-
ogy and ethics study process of the 
World Council of Churches. The search 
for a proper connection between church 
and ethics has permeated the council's 
entire history, controverted by the ques­
tion of the WCC's ecclesial status and 
by struggles over ethical perspectives. 
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Mudge seeks to offer a bridge between 
the two in the image "household of 
life," which has appeared in earlier 
council discussions by Philip Potter, 
Konrad Raiser, and Geiko Miiller-
Fahrenholz. With this image he hopes 
to combat the overly insulated "eccle-
siocentrism" he sees in the work of 
Stanley Hauerwas and others without 
falling into superficial pragmatism or 
liberal reformism. While M. appreciates 
the need for an ecclesially formed life of 
"principled moral coherence" (70), he 
does not want to lose sight of a socio­
logical realism that adequately grasps 
our formation and action in a larger, 
non-Christian world. 

The household concept, rooted in the 
multivalent Greek term oikos, reso­
nates well with feminist theology, eco­
logical and economic concerns, and the 
search for a realistic tie between private 
and public ethics. It relates the ecu­
menical movement symbolically to its 
worldly context (the oikoumene). M. 
wants to see this churchly householding 
as a transitional image to the eschato-
logical goal of citizenship in God's city, 
but there is some ambiguity in his effort 
to relate these civic and "oiko-nomic" 
terms, an ambiguity rooted in Augus­
tine's authoritarian collapse of the two 
and in the later privatization of religion. 

At this point both M. and WCC theo­
logians are trying to rework basic im­
ages for ecclesiology and ethics. The 
structural consequences of images like 
household, communion, forum, and 
hospitable space have not yet emerged, 
but this is an extremely helpful entree 
into both the discussion and the future 
prospects of these basic changes in the 
ecumenical movement. 

WILLIAM JOHNSON EVERETT 
Andover Newton Theological School 

CALLED FOR FREEDOM: THE CHANGING 
CONTEXT OF LIBERATION THEOLOGY. By 
Jose Comblin. Translated from the Por­
tuguese by Phillip Berryman. Mary-
knoll, N.Y.: Orbis, 1998. Pp. xix + 252. 
$24. 

This book is like a child prodigy— 
startlingly brilliant in one area, surpris­

ingly naive in others. Throughout, it is 
vintage Comblin. With typical frankness 
he states that activists are in retreat, 
that base communities are stagnant, and 
that revolutionary movements lack 
mass followings. 

Yet C. insists that the Marxist critique 
of capitalism is still useful, and that the 
life of the poor is actually worse. "Social 
apartheid" is his term for the fact that 
armed camps of the wealthy have aban­
doned the cities to the destitute victims 
of violence, corruption, and pollution. 
The only triumph of the Latin Ameri­
can Church has been to situate itself 
physically with the poor, and that is the 
sole test of their rhetoric. That Church 
still has a role to play in transforming 
"inhabitants into citizens" (123). This 
means encouraging them to enter labor 
unions, school boards, and neighbor­
hood associations in order to learn how 
to rebuild the cities in which they live. 
When the poor experience some control 
over their lives, this is the beginning of 
freedom, and freedom is the lingua 
franca of postmodernity. A call to free­
dom is the only way to understand faith, 
that is, to do theology today. C.'s bibli­
cal theology of freedom is brilliant. 

But C.'s critique of Pentecostals, 
charismatics, and popular religion is na­
ive. Mexico City is the most urbanized 
area of the world, and devotion to 
Guadalupe there is vigorous. Recent 
studies have shown Pentecostals and 
charismatics to be much more politically 
and economically astute then previously 
suspected. They must all be included in 
transforming cities, and in a theology 
that is freedom seeking understanding. 

KENNETH G. DAVIS, O.F.M., CONV. 
St. Meinrad School of Theology, 

Indiana 

RADICAL PRAGMATISM: A N ALTERNA­
TIVE. By Robert J. Roth, S.J. New York: 
Fordham University, 1998. Pp. xviii + 
168. $35; $18. 

Harvesting 50 years of studying 
American philosophy, Roth here offers 
noteworthy evidence that the evolution-
based pragmatists Peirce, James, and 
Dewey, though contributing valuably to 
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philosophy, "did not penetrate radically 
and deeply enough" (148). James's 
Radical Empiricism borrowed heavily 
from the British empiricists yet found 
them not radical enough to discover ex­
perience's bonds and relations. R., in 
turn, borrows heavily from these 
American pragmatists yet finds them 
not radical enough to discover the non-
evolutionary elements in the hypotheses 
generating their pragmatism. In these 
hypotheses lay the "generals" and ideals 
upon which they built their logic, epis-
temology, and ethics without intuiting 
their further significance. For these 
"generals" and ideals, along with the 
"intuitions" whereby thinkers grasp 
them, transcend space-time relations 
and every sensory mark. 

R. shows that by admixing psychol­
ogy with their epistemologies, Peirce, 
James, and especially Dewey rendered 
their accounts of the origin of hypoth­
eses ambiguous. As for ethics, when 
these pragmat is ts propose conse­
quences as their test for moral obliga­
tion, they fail to explain the uncondi­
tional character of the moral ought as 
experienced. By avoiding the dilemma 
of "either immanence or transcen­
dence" and using approaches offered by 
Lonergan and Teilhard, R. discovers in 
self-reflective thought a "transcendence 
and immanence." He declares, "The 
connaturality between mind and nature 
is thus moved a step beyond the biologi­
cal processes of evolution to the dyna­
mism of a spiritual mind within these 
processes as an explanatory principle" 
(149). The pragmatists "overlooked a 
deeper dimension, namely, the interior-
ity of the self capable of reflective self-
awareness and self-possession, capable 
too of making a unique contribution to 
the meaning of person" (153). 

R.'s thesis will jar naturalists, but his 
evidence for the human person's "dual­
ity without dualism" is well docu­
mented. This book, well worth careful 
study, calls gainsayers to the deep re­
flective experience upon which it is 
based. It unites the best in American 
pragmatism, Teilhard, and Lonerganian 
Thomism. 

FRANK M. OPPENHEIM, S.J. 
Xavier University, Cincinnati 

WILD HUNGER: THE PRIMAL ROOTS OF 
MODERN ADDICTION. By Bruce W. 
Wilshire. Langham, Md.: Rowman & 
Littlefield, 1998. Pp. xv + 287. $24.95. 

In the early 90s Al Gore's Earth in the 
Balance offered a wide-ranging interdis­
ciplinary argument that modern soci­
ety's addictive patterns of consumption 
were threatening to unravel the ecologi­
cal balance of our planetary home. 
Wilshire's brief but equally sprawling 
volume contends that it is the loss of our 
rightful place in the simultaneously wild 
and nurturing habitat of nature which 
has unleashed the demonic appetites of 
our personal and corporate addictions. 
According to W.'s embodied ecospiritu-
ality, these disordered and insatiable 
hungers are not sufficiently explained 
by either A.A.'s disease concept or con­
temporary medical models, but spring 
instead from modern humanity's exile 
from the generative and regenerative 
cycles of the natural wilderness in and 
for which our body-selves were fash­
ioned over countless millennia. 

W.'s approach is intuitive and imagi­
native, mixing medical and scientific re­
ports with the insights of Thoreau, 
James, Dewey, Muir, and St. Paul, and 
he is most persuasive when describing 
the alienating disaffections of dualism, 
patriarchy, and a scientism which places 
inordinate faith in technology. It makes 
sense that separation from our body-
selves and the holistic matrix of our 
natural environment could frustrate our 
hunger for ecstatic communion and trig­
ger addictive responses that only 
deepen our isolation. And it seems rea­
sonable that we surrender the connective 
tissue of our ancient myths and rituals, as 
well as the sense of place, time, and the 
sacred which they provide at our peril. 

Still, to make his case W. needs a less 
elastic understanding of addictions (one 
more grounded in the lived experience 
of addicts) and a more concrete discus­
sion of some of his proposed remedies 
(i.e. smoking, art, walking). In both of 
these areas the contributions of authors 
within the field of addiction studies 
could have put more meat on the bones 
of an intriguing theory. 

PATRICK T. MCCORMICK 
Gonzaga University, Spokane 
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VIRTUAL FAITH: THE IRREVERENT SPIRI­
TUAL QUEST OF GENERATION X. By Tom 
Beaudoin. Forward by Harvey Cox. San 
Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1998. Pp. xxiii + 
210. $22.00. 

Beaudoin is a Generation Xer born in 
1969, a latch-key kid raised on MTV 
and technologically adept; he is more or 
less Catholic, his religious formation 
coming from the sacraments, pop-
culture, synagogues, Baptist preachers, 
and Harvard Divinity School. He argues 
that there is much religiosity in the con­
temporary generation, a subject he re­
searched as a high-school teacher and 
years of interviews. 

Generation Xers live much of their 
day in cyberspace and accordingly de­
velop a religion which is not quite au­
thentic nor completely false. Their "re­
ality" was formed by dysfunctional 
families, bytes of news and "nanotunes" 
(bits of music) that leave them un­
grounded anywhere. B.'s argument cen­
ters on four elements that he finds in the 
religion of generation X: distrust of in­
stitutions, trust in personal experience, 
belief that pain has a religious dimen­
sion, and ambiguous affirmation of 
faith. Much of this outlook has come 
from affluence and from hours with TV, 
computer games, and web sites. Explor­
ing these, B. finds religious meaning in 
body piercing, grunge, gothic dress, 
R.E.M., and Madonna. 

Having quoted the lyrics of contem­
porary pop-music with its heresies and 
blasphemies, B. cites Cardinal Newman 
to the effect that blasphemy can occur 
only if there is something positive to 
blaspheme, and then Rudolf Otto to the 
effect that the "holy" can include the 
horrible and revolting. Likewise, pas­
sages of Rahner, Metz, Kierkegaard, 
and Tillich are mixed with pop anticul-
ture in a lively style that resembles the 
texts of his mentor, Harvey Cox. One is 
hardly expected to agree with most of 
B.'s statements, but for traditional theo­
logians he offers an approach to a new 
generation. Not all Generation Xers are 
like the people of whom B. writes, but 
most could identify with what he says. 
Though B. overdraws his case, at least 

he inculturates aging baby-boomers into 
young America. 

THOMAS M. KING, S.J. 
Georgetown University, D.C. 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION AND THE G A Y 
PERSON. By James L. Empereur, S.J. 
New York: Continuum; and London: 
Chapman, 1998. Pp. xii + 180. $18.95. 

Writing mainly for the spiritual direc­
tors of gay/lesbian Christians, Em­
pereur hopes also to assist homosexuals 
in their spiritual pursuits (xi). Homo­
sexuals, like all other people, are 
"epiphanies of God," but E. believes 
that gays/lesbians have been chosen to 
reveal something about God that het­
erosexuals do not, and that "authentic 
and successful" spiritual direction with 
homosexuals depends upon acceptance 
of the premise that "homosexuality is 
one of God's most significant gifts to 
humanity" (1). 

For E., the difference between "be­
coming holy" and "becoming more fully 
human" is rooted in a "mental distinc­
tion" (30); thus, "spiritual growth can­
not be so easily separated from psycho­
logical growth" (16). Still, there is a dif­
f e r e n c e b e t w e e n p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
counseling and spiritual direction in that 
the directee must eventually work on 
more than private issues and become 
sensitive to "larger areas of church life 
such as matters of social justice" (16-
17). 

E.'s description of the role of direc­
tors is provocative, but possibly debat­
able. For him, since directors do not 
represent the Church as priests do, they 
are not to intrude in directees' lives by 
issuing instructions or passing judgment 
on their sexual activity, but should help 
them clarify the meaning of such activ­
ity in their lives and its compatibility 
with, and contribution to, their move­
ment toward God. Directors who be­
lieve they may insist that gay directees 
act according to the directors' moral 
norms "should not engage in spiritual 
direction with homosexuals" (15). 

There is much to learn from E.'s 
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work: he identifies the experience 
unique to homosexuals' spiritual life, 
suggests that spiritual growth requires 
homosexuals to be doubly countercul-
tural by challenging much of both West­
ern middle-class society and the gay 
subculture, and nicely articulates how 
embodied liturgical worship has the 
power to move people beyond their 
more narcissistic concerns "to the expe­
rience of being the body of Christ" 
(108). 

VINCENT J. GENOVESI, S.J. 
St. Joseph's University, Philadelphia 

MORAL VISION AND TRADITION: ESSAYS 
IN CHINESE ETHICS. By A. S. Cua. Stud­
ies in Philosophy and the History of Phi­
losophy. Washington: Catholic Univer­
sity of America, 1998. Pp. xiii + 357. 
$66.95. 

This book is a valuable collection of 
14 essays (ten of which were published 
previously) by one of the preeminent 
modern interpreters of the Chinese 
philosophical thought to Western audi­
ences. The previously published essays 
cover a period from 1973 to 1996 and 
the last three chapters incorporate revi­
sions of five papers given in the last de­
cade. Taken together the book repre­
sents a most helpful compendium of 
Cua's creative and lucid interpretation 
of a tradition that has for far too long 
remained inscrutable and opaque to 
non-Asians. 

While C.'s work has been justly val­
ued for a generation by sinologists, this 
collection would also serve as a very 
handy and readable introduction for the 
nonspecialist interested in many of the 
major strains of Chinese philosophy, es­
pecially Confucianism. C. does not ex­
plicitly undertake comparative philoso­
phy, yet his presentation is always 
aware of a larger audience that may be 
grounded in a different philosophical 
approach and therefore find Confucian­
ism difficult to understand. He strikes 
an admirable balance between scholar­
ship that will stimulate both those well-
grounded in the Chinese classics and 
those who might have little background 

in the field. Particularly helpful are his 
distinctions between the more abstract 
theoretical approach ("rationality") of 
Western ethics and the more concrete 
"reasonableness" of the Confucian 
moral vision. 

Major topics treated include both 
Taoist and Confucian classics, as well as 
the principal ethical concepts of human 
nature, morality and moral agency, 
moral education, harmony and the role 
of moral exemplars (the sage and the 
"paradigmatic individual"), judgment, 
self-deception, and views of the world. 
This is an excellent volume. 

JAMES T. BRETZKE, S.J. 
Jesuit School of Theology, Berkeley 

HINDU WISDOM FOR ALL GOD'S CHIL­
DREN. By Francis X. Clooney, S.J. Faith 
Meets Faith. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis, 
1998. Pp. xiv + 144. $18. 

Clooney has established himself as an 
important interpreter of Hindu religious 
traditions. He has done this through a 
series of well-received monographs that 
offer detailed scholarly analyses of such 
major traditions as the Mlmasma, Ve-
danta and Vaisnavism. This book marks 
something of a departure in being 
aimed not at the scholar but at the gen­
eral reader, and specifically at the 
Christian reader who wishes to better 
understand the spiritual wisdom to be 
gleaned from India's religious tradi­
tions. 

Most of the bases covered in tradi­
tional surveys of Hinduism are covered 
here. There are chapters on Vedanta, 
Krishna, Shiva, and the Goddess, as 
well as a chapter on modern religious 
leaders, Mohandas K. Gandhi and the 
Bengali activist, Mahasweta Devi. C. 
makes no attempt to survey the tradi­
tions in the manner of an introductory 
textbook but rather focuses on a select 
number of representative texts. This is 
an effective method, given his goal, 
which is to reflect, and encourage the 
reader to reflect, upon the spiritual 
value of these texts and traditions for 
the modern Christian seeker. Indeed, 
this book is as much about interreligious 
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understanding as it is about Hinduism 
per se. Discussions of Hindu texts are 
frequently supplemented by citations 
from the Christian Scriptures, some­
times to highlight similarities, some­
times differences. To this are added fre­
quent observations, somewhat homi-
letic in tone, on the lessons to be drawn 
from these texts, lessons that transcend 
the boundaries that separate Hindu and 
Christian. 

One interested in the study of Hindu 
ideas and practices considered in their 
own religious contexts will be better 
served by C.'s earlier works, and by the 
many scholarly surveys of the tradition 
now available. But for the Christian 
seeking a more personal mode of entry 
into the spiritual riches of the Hindu re­
ligious traditions this book will provide 
a reliable point of departure. 

DAVID CARPENTER 
St. Joseph's University, Philadelphia 

T H E SACRED PIPE: A N ARCHETYPAL 
THEOLOGY. By Paul B. Steinmetz, S.J. 
Syracuse, N.Y.: Syracuse University, 
1998. Pp. 219. $29.95. 

Steinmetz's extensive background in­
cludes 20 years of service as a mission­
ary, some of the earliest work done in 
interreligious dialogue on reservations, 
and higher studies in ethnology and his­
tory of religions. His unabashedly 
apologetic thesis is that there is an es­
sential relation between the sacred pipe 
and the Cosmic Christ. He bases this 
thesis on Eliade's cosmic religion phe-
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nomenology, Jung's archetypes, and 
Rahner's transcendental methodology. 
The opening chapters consist mostly of 
great blocks of texts from those three 
authors with brief running commentary, 
and another chapter is devoted to "in­
tuitive identifications" based on those 
positions. An interesting summary 
chapter covers the ethnology of the pipe 
tradition, and a final chapter argues for 
"the pipe" as an image of Christ. 

S. is to be commended for his courage 
and creativity in a much disputed area. 
But some questions arise. First, is it not 
an unwarranted universalization to 
speak of the sacred pipe? There are in 
fact many ceremonial pipes with various 
symbolic values. Second, is it not risky 
to insert one's own bracketed comments 
into quotes from others such as Rahner 
(168^69)? 

S. concludes with a personal testi­
mony, inviting readers to make their 
own journeys. I might recommend a 
journey that shares S.'s bold quest for 
human commonality but leaves conclu­
sions to native persons themselves, as in 
the educational methods of Paulo Fre-
ire. Yet S. does courageously address 
the complex context of aboriginal Chris­
tians today who often ask how they can 
be true both to their own cultures and to 
Christianity. His book will be helpful 
reading for anyone concerned with the 
relationship between Christianity and 
aboriginal spirituality. 

CARL F. STARKLOFF, S.J. 
Regis College, Toronto 
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