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early-20th-century Church stressing 
more centralized authority, direction, 
and liturgy in the face of the vast di
versity of immigrant cultures (but 
failing to manage anything signifi
cant with African Americans and His-
panics), and the post-Vatican II years 
of renewal are subjected to the test of 
"participation" in the strongest, bot
tom-line sense of the word: Do Ameri
cans actively share in the death and 
rising of Jesus Christ day by day so 
that daily life authenticates liturgical 

Eraise? For the "Body of Christ cannot 
e separated from the act of participa

tion which constitutes it" (132). 
This work trusts Andrew Greeley's 

stress on the "sacramental imagina
tion" and more nuanced analysis of 
the American sense of community 
over against the usual attacks of sheer 
individualism. It offers a transformed 
profile of an "actively lay rather than 
clerical, a local church rather than a 
branch office of a worldwide institu
tion, part of a world church rather 
than a European church, a church that 
encouraged new social and political 
participation, a prophetic church 
rather than a museum of older cul
tural models of church" (64). This is 
the story of a conversion walk. 

JOHN GALLEN, S.J. 
New York City 

MORALE DE LA FOI ET MORALE AUTO-
NOME: CONFRONTATION ENTRE P. DEL-
HAYE ET J. FUCHS. By Eric Gaziaux. 
Bibliotheca Ephemeridum Theologi-
carum Lovaniensium. Leuven: Peet-
ers, 1995. Pp. xxii + 545. Fr.b. 2700. 

Basically, Gaziaux presents his doc
toral dissertation, an in-depth study 
of the moral theology of Louvian pro
fessor Philippe Delhaye (1912-1990). 
Using Joseph Fuchs as Delhaye's alter 
ego, G. highlights the latter's distinc
tive contributions on such topics as the 
relevance of natural law, the needed 
renewal of moral theology according 
to the Scriptures, the debate over au
tonomous morality and morality of 
faith, and the magisterium. 

From his involvement in the Second 
Vatican Council, Delhaye presented 
the possibility of a distinctive Chris
tian ethics not in a natural-law based 

ethics, but in a scripturally based one. 
That position led him to question, 
among other things, the method of 
reasoning used shortly after the coun
cil in Humanae vitae. Later, through 
the International Theological Com
mission, he interpreted magisterial 
teachings to his own (more tolerant) 
way of thinking, combining a strong 
belief in the uniqueness of Christian 
morality with a realistic appreciation 
for the claims of diverse values. Fuchs, 
on the other hand, believed that the 
response to the call of Christ needed 
to be distinguished transcendentally 
and categorically. The former con
cerned matters of faith, grace, and 
charity; the latter required the natu
ral law, which in Fuch's postconciliar 
writings is clearly identified as right 
reason. 

G.'s contribution is important. He 
places the differences between the two 
in strong theological contexts where 
foundational questions about anthro
pology, eschatology, and ecclesiology 
are positively discussed. While G. fa
vors and promotes Delhaye, he pres
ents the dissimilarities as well as the 
fundamental agreement respectfully 
and responsibly. In fact, he establishes 
their common theological presupposi
tions well and foresees where disciples 
of either moralist might find future 
common ground. Besides providing a 
much-needed presentation of Del
haye's thought, G. offers a thoughtful 
and reconciling model for discussing 
differences about the meaning of au
tonomous ethics, clearly an alterna
tive to Veritatis splendor. 

JAMES F. KEENAN, S.J. 
Weston Jesuit School of Theology 

PRACTICAL REALISM AND MORAL 
PSYCHOLOGY. By Jonathan A. Jacobs. 
Washington: Georgetown University, 
1995. Pp. ix + 182. $42.50. 

After placing his philosophical the
ory of practical realism in contrast to 
other current theories of ethical 
thought, Jacobs offers a clear and 
well-reasoned defense of an ethical vi
sion which holds affectively imbued 
reason to be its central discerning 
power. Moving beyond the very dense 
and technical first chapter, which as-
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sumes that the reader has some 
knowledge of such philosophical 
stances as projectivism, internal real
ism, and sensible subjectivism, J. 
presents a nuanced Aristotelianism, 
emphasizing the possibility of, and 
need for, attaining correct conceptions 
of the good. "Reason has a function. It 
is a capacity for understanding . . . it 
has the authority of knowing the truth 
. . . the capacity to lead . . . in accord 
with conceptions of the good" (159). 

J.'s nuanced "updating" of Aristotle 
in the light of current findings in mod
ern psychology about neurosis and ra
tionalization is quite satisfying and 
well pointed. His practical realism 
promotes the position that there are 
things to know about what is good, 
and that reason directs us to the good 
which can be understood and not 
merely felt. In fact, "knowledge of the 
good is needed in order for us to ratio
nally desire it and to love it" (119). 

Within his chapters on friendship, 
respect, and self love, one sees that 
J.'s realist methodology can be an ap
proach to ethics which is at once delib
erative and compassionate in its re
gard for each person's individual 
circumstances. Negatively, J. seems 
quite closed to any understanding of 
God as being the ground for the moral 
reality his mind so keenly judges 
(128). 

Within his vision of practical real
ism J. accomplishes a relatively clear 
description of reason's role in judging 
moral truth. This book will be most 
valuable to those who are interested 
in current philosophical conversations 
about the role which reason (in contra
distinction to desire and affects) plays 
in grasping the reality of the world. 
In this context, J. simply holds that 
being moral is a response to a proper 
understanding of the world. 

JAMES KEATING 
Collegium Josephinum, Columbus 

AN ETHIC FOR ENEMIES: FORGIVE
NESS IN POLITICS. By Donald W. 
Shriver, Jr. New York: Oxford Uni
versity, 1995. Pp. xi + 284. $27.50 

Forgiveness is not a term often ap
plied to politics. Indeed, we have been 
taught by "realists" like Reinhold Nie-

buhr to see little room for love or for
giveness in the conflicting power in
terests of human collectives. Shriver 
provides a profound challenge to this 
assessment, arguing that it is both 
possible and necessary to grope to
ward political forms of forgiveness. 

S.'s view of forgiveness reflects nei
ther cheap grace nor forgetfulness. 
Forgiveness is instead seen as a com
plex process, in which parties must 
name the wrong or injury, abandon 
vengeance, learn to empathize with 
the enemy's humanity, commit to re
pairing the fractured relationship. 
This process takes years, even de
cades; its end is difficult to achieve. 
Yet one comes away from this book 
with renewed hope. Here is a picture 
of human collectives seeking to re-
demptively remember, rather than 
conceal or forget, the harm they have 
done to each other. 

The book's real strength is its ab
staining from theoretical argument 
about the plausibility of repentance 
and forgiveness among nations. In
stead, S. uses narrative "to identify 
both the need and the actual presence 
of forgiveness in [American] political 
history" (11). Looking to our wars with 
Germany and Japan and to the Ameri
can civil-rights movement, he finds 
pain and ambiguity, but powerful ex
amples of collective repentance and 
forgiveness also emerge (e.g. Germa
ny's material compensation for Holo
caust survivors, U.S. governmental 
apologies for the internment of Japa
nese Americans, Malcolm X's concilia
tory movement toward civil-rights 
leaders). 

The book has some limitations. S.'s 
discussion of American/Japanese re
lations makes one wonder if he seri
ously enough considers the culturally 
diverse ways in which people deal 
with a painful past (cf. 137-41, 152 
ff.). Also problematic is the apparent 
presumption that repentance is al
ways a prerequisite for forgiveness. 
S.'s own appeal to Jesus' forgiving his 
executioners (41) should have chal
lenged this assumption. 

JOSEPH J. KOTVA, Jr. 
First Menonite Church, Allentown 
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CHRISTIAN ETHICS AND POLITICAL 
ECONOMY IN NORTH AMERICA: A CRITI
CAL ANALYSIS. By P. Travis Kroeker. 
McGill-Queen's Studies in the History 
of Religion. Montreal: McGill-Queen's 
University, 1995. Pp. xv + 201. $44.95 
(Can.); $18.95 (Can.) 

Kroeker reviews significant Chris
tian voices in the debates about capi
talism: the social gospel of Walter 
Rauschenbusch in the U.S.A. and of 
J. S. Woodsworth in Canada; their 
heirs in the Christian realism of Rein-
hold Niebuhr, and his critics in the 
Canadian Fellowship for a Christian 
Social Order; and the statements of 
Canadian and U.S. bishops on the 
economy. Generally fair in highlight
ing the theologies, social theories, and 
ethics of each, these summaries re
mind us of their sophistication, of im
portant differences in Canadian and 
U.S. approaches to economics and the
ology, mission and politics, and of the 
need for dialogue. 

Chapters devoted to those topics are 
bracketed by a critical analysis of "the 
modern social crisis" as a spiritual cri
sis reflecting a liberal anthropocentric 
utilitarian ethic limiting public dis
course and by articulation of an alter
native through retrieval of an August-
inian moral theology of creation. This 
retrieval enables K. to identify liberal 
influences in the modern Christian 
ethical approaches addressed. 

K.'s criticism of the limitations of 
contemporary North American reli
gious ethics is important; so is his 
stress on broadening debate to include 
spiritual/theological matters concern
ing the ordering of the whole of cre
ation. But he does not try to situate 
various expressions of liberalism or 
their critics in their own contexts, or 
to evaluate their strengths and weak
nesses accordingly. This suggests a 
certain idealism ("if only we had the 
right vision/theory . .."), a thin sense 
of social order and politics, a weak 
sense of history, and vagueness con
cerning the relationship between "eco
nomic" and "spiritual" issues in the 
ethical agenda today. 

There are other spiritual dimen
sions of the story: the religious over
tones of the post-World War II 

discourse of "development" and "prog
ress," and of Cold War crusades con
cretely defining this agenda; baptism 
of the recent new right "revolution" 
by Christian fundamentalists and 
neoconservatives; the centrality of 
hope and faith for the social actors 
(communities and movements) which 
are nurturing alternative rationali
ties. Attention to them would rein
force and situate concretely K.'s stress 
on the spiritual character of the cur
rent crisis, and the importance of theo
logical renewal for debates and strug
gles over the economy. 

LEE CORMIE 
Univ. of St. Michael's College 

SEXUALITY AND CATHOLICISM. By 
Thomas C. Fox. New York: Braziller, 
1995, Pp. vi + 381. $27.50. 

Those who want a splendid journal
istic account of the travails of the 
Catholic Church in dealing with sex
ual issues over the past three decades 
could hardly find a more interesting 
or informative book. They could not, 
that is, if they want their historical 
review organized and developed from 
the editorial perspective of the Na
tional Catholic Reporter. The connec
tion is not arbitrary, since Fox is cur
rently editor of NCR. Needless to say, 
more conservative minds will disagree 
strongly with the interpretation of 
this book. 

F. ably describes how sexuality is
sues have split the Catholic Church, 
led to a loss of teaching authority, and 
divided theologians and laity alike. 
He details the debates over birth con
trol, homosexuality, abortion, celi
bacy, population control, and sexual 
abuse by clergy. Looking behind the 
controversies, he discusses theological 
currents such as the renewal of moral 
theology, historical consciousness, 
and creation spirituality. As perhaps 
is inevitable, questions about church 
authority and about Catholics who 
have decided to make up their own 
minds form the background of the 
text. The role of women and the place 
of the laity in the Church get special 
attention. F.'s account is generally 
balanced. Still, he one-sidedly por
trays John Paul II as a restorationist 
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who seeks to return the Church to its 
pre-Vatican II days. F. overlooks the 
personalist foundation that the pope 
tries to give for older teaching as well 
as for innovations he has introduced. 

Though F. adds little to the aca
demic discussion of the complex moral 
issues he treats, he is to be commended 
for a clear and fascinating survey of 
the recent Catholic debate over sexu
ality. 

EDWARD COLLINS VACEK, S.J. 
St. John's University, New York 

foundations of ethical practice and de
cision making. The second difficulty 
is an occasionally unnuanced view of 
physician behavior that ignores some 
of the complexity and uncertainty in
herent in medical practice. The third 
is that its discussion of end-of-life is
sues fails to distinguish passive eutha
nasia from withdrawal of life support 
and ignores the question of intention
ally. 

MYLES N. SHEEHAN, S.J., M.D. 
Loyola Univ. Medical Ctr., Chicago 

HIPPOCRATES Now! Is YOUR DOCTOR 
ETHICAL? By Patricia Parsons and Ar
thur Parsons, M.D. Toronto: Univer
sity of Toronto, 1995. Pp. xiii + 220. 
$35; $14.95 Can. 

Designed as an introduction for the 
general public to issues in contempo
rary medical ethics, this work aims to 
form intelligent consumers of medical 
care. The first section, "Everyday 
Medical Ethics: Issues for Everyone," 
provides an overview of the ethical di
lemmas that arise in daily medical 
practice, discusses physicians' aware
ness of ethical issues, reviews ele
ments of the patient-doctor relation
ship, and considers the difficult 
subjects of confidentiality and obtain
ing informed consent to treatment. 
The second part, "High-Tech Medical 
Ethics: Issues for Some," discusses the 
ethical issues that are common in in
tensive care units, reproductive tech
nology, and organ transplantation. 
The final part, "The New Everyday 
Ethics," considers care of patients 
with AIDS, sexual abuse of patients 
by doctors, care of the elderly, and 
death and dying. 

The book makes a worthwhile con
tribution in its discussion of the doc
tor-patient relationship and its em
phasis on the need for patients to be 
active partners with their physicians 
in medical care. The authors provide 
valuable information on some of the 
ethical concerns arising in medical 
practice known to ethicists and ethi
cally aware physicians but perhaps 
unknown to many patients. 

There are, however, three difficult
ies with the book. The first is an abbre
viated and confused approach to the 

BALANCING ACT: THE NEW MEDICAL 
ETHICS OF MEDICINE'S NEW ECONOM
ICS. By E. Haavi Morreim. Washing
ton: Georgetown University, 1995. Pp. 
viii + 184. $17.95. 

Most of us know firsthand that the 
traditional fee-for-service system of 
health care reimbursement has been 
replaced by some form of managed 
care in which a designated fee is paid 
for a specified range of health care ser
vices. While this is justified in the 
name of cost containment and re
source conservation, Morreim ex
plores how the changing economic re
alities of health care have altered the 
physician-patient relationship. What 
has emerged in the past few years is a 
"fiscal scarcity" where "literally every 
medical decision is now subject to 
scrutiny for its economic as well as its 
medical wisdom" (49). Fiscal scarcity 
creates an inescapable conflict for phy
sicians between their fiduciary obliga
tions toward the patient and their ef
ficient expenditure of resources. 

Unlike the standard of medical ex
pertise that is owed to all patients in 
equal measure, the standard of re
source use obliges the physician to se
cure only the resources to which the 
patient is legally and economically 
entitled. Beyond this, the physician 
owes the patient not only medical dis
closure requisite for informed consent, 
but economic disclosure which in
cludes the physician's possible con
flicts of interest and incentive ar
rangements. 

The scope of this book is limited to 
be "moral issues facing physicians in 
the clinical setting" (83). This narrow 
focus facilely allows M. to assume the 
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legitimacy of the inequal access to 
health care evident in the current de
livery system. Further, M. does not 
consider the role that religious com
mitments play in shaping ethical atti
tudes towards the issues surrounding 
the new economics of health care. Dis
cussion of the social teaching of the 
Church and its concern for human dig
nity, the common good, the preferen
tial option for the poor, and commu
nity accountability would have 
expanded the scope of this work to in
clude the care to which a patient is 
entitled not only legally and economi
cally, but also morally. 

THOMAS R. KOPFENSTEINER 
Kenrick School of Theology 

THE IMAGE OF GOD: A THEOLOGY FOR 
PASTORAL CARE AND COUNSELING. By 
Leroy T. Howe. Nashville: Abingdon, 
1995. Pp. 187. $16.95. 

Pastoral care is frequently criticized 
for replacing its theological basis with 
one from psychology or another hu
man science. Howe addresses this crit
icism by invoking classical Christian 
theological anthropology, specifically 
the belief that human beings are cre
ated in the image of God. Summariz
ing the priestly tradition of creation 
in the book of Genesis and the theolog
ical reflections of Irenaeus, H. argues 
that human persons have the capacity 
to be the image of God but must acti
vate this capacity by growing into the 
likeness of God throughout their life
time while struggling with the effects 
of the fall and human sinfulness. 

To explain how this process occurs, 
H. makes creative use of object-rela
tions theory and its emphasis on inter
relationships as the key to human de
velopment. A pivotal factor in his 
account is the role of transitional ob
jects who provide the sources of com
fort and strength which people need 
to progress through life. H. conceives 
God as analogous to a transitional ob
ject, and pastoral care/counseling as 
a way of helping people to recognize 
who they are, as mirrored by the pres
ence of God, and to shape their lives 
in this likeness. 

H. inserts case material (without 
much comment) to give these reflec

tions a contemporary, pastoral con
nection. In Part 3 he concentrates on 
cases dealing with crisis, grief, and 
shame. H. uses these cases to illus
trate the main points of his theology 
but does not offer many concrete sug
gestions for how a pastor might actu
ally communicate these points in con
versation or counseling. Nonetheless, 
he does show how the image of God, 
understood with the help of Irenaeus 
and obiect-relations theory, provides a 
suitable theological basis for pastoral 
care and counseling. 

ROBERT L. KINAST 
Center for Theol. Reflection, Fla. 

THE HINDU CONNECTION: ROOTS OF 
THE NEW AGE. By A. R. Victor Raj. 
St. Louis: Concordia, 1995. Pp. 240. 
$13. 

Raj here attempts to show the affin
ity between classical Advaita Vedanta 
Hinduism and the contemporary New 
Age movement in North America and 
Western Europe. The author was born 
of Christian parents in Kerala, South 
India, received a Th.D. from Con
cordia Seminary in St. Louis, and now 
teaches at Concordia University in 
Mequon, Wisconsin. Consequently, he 
is in an excellent position to trace the 
influence of Hindu beliefs on New Age 
thinking in the West. His sympathies, 
to be sure, clearly lie with traditional 
Christian orthodoxy. But he evidently 
knows and within certain limits ad
mires classical Hinduism. 

His criticism is directed against the 
New Age movement which he sees as 
a pseudo-religion luring Western 
Christians away from the truth of 
Christian doctrine. In line with tradi
tional Hindu monism or pantheism 
(only Brahman exists), for example, 
New Agers tend to blur the lines be
tween God the Creator and creation 
with the result that belief in God as 
(tri-)personal is obscured. Likewise, 
following the classic Hindu belief in 
the Atman or transcendent inner self, 
New Agers repudiate the notion of 
themselves as sinners in need of re
demption; "Christ" then signifies only 
a higher level of human conscious
ness, with Jesus as its principal 
though not exclusive embodiment. 
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While sympathetic to many of the 
complaints of Raj against the superfi
ciality of New Age spirituality, this 
reviewer is wary of a sweeping con
demnation of any contemporary reli
gious movement. If certain insights 
drawn from classical Hinduism have 
such widespread appeal to contempo
rary Christians, perhaps they could be 
incorporated into the orthodox Chris
tian understanding of the God-world 
relationship. Raj, however, points to 
experiments in this regard by Chris
tian theologians which in his judg
ment have failed. Let the reader 
decide. 

JOSEPH A. BRACKEN, S.J. 
Xavier University, Cincinnati 

THE SPIRITUALITY OF AFRICAN PEO
PLES: THE SEARCH FOR A COMMON 
MORAL DISCOURSE. By Peter J. Paris. 
Minneapolis: Fortress, 1995. Pp. v + 
194. 

Considerable attention has been 
paid recently to the fact that African 
traditional religions and cultures 
have survived despite severe en
croachment by foreign religions and 
cultures. However, the focus is often 
on the dynamism and persistence of 
the indigenous religions and cultures 
in Africa. In this well-researched 
book, Paris adds a new dimension to 
the investigations. 

Pointing to the African factor in the 
experience of African peoples in the 
North American African diaspora, P. 
shows that African spirituality, which 
the slaves carried to North America, 
has not only withstood obliteration, 

but has given and continues to give 
diaspora Africans both consciousness 
and direction in their struggle against 
slavery and a strategy for communal 
survival. He argues that there is "con
tinuity of moral and religious experi
ence between Africans on the conti
nent and those in the North American 
diaspora" (161). In the experience of 
both, religion has played a central role 
in the struggle for social justice. 

In trying to explicate the commonal
ities of religious and moral experience 
underlying the many cultural differ
ences among Africans on the conti
nent and those in the North American 
diaspora, P. shows his knowledge and 
experience of African religious and 
cultural traditions. Although African 
traditions are diverse in cultural form, 
he argues, African peoples every
where are united in one spirituality 
which underlies the traditions. He 
points to the peoples' experience of 
God, community, family, and person 
as the foundation of this spirituality. 
The urge for communal survival, tol
erance, vision, reciprocity, patience, 
understanding, hospitality—all ele
ments of an African worldview— 
constituted the only reliable frame of 
meaning which enabled Africans, 
both on the continent and in the dias
pora, to endure years of slavery and 
discrimination. 

P.'s valuable study contributes sig
nificantly to existing literature in Af
rican and African-American schol
arship. 
STEPHEN OWOAHENE-ACHEAMPONG 

Toronto, Ontario 
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