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which confront the Roman Catholic 
Church and its ecumenical partners in 
the years to come. 

Both of these documents are key 
summaries outlining the continued de­
velopment and reception of the ecu­
menical movement in the last decade. 

JEFFREY GROS, F.S.C. 
National Council of Churches 

N.Y.C. 

FROM MINISTRY TO THEOLOGY: 
PASTORAL ACTION AND REFLECTION. 
By John Patton. Nashville: Abingdon, 
1990. Pp. 128. $12.95. 

Theological reflection on ministerial 
activity has been a goal of pastoral 
training in the U.S. for the last 35 
years. During this time various meth­
ods and models have been developed to 
achieve this goal. Patton, who has pre­
viously written with wit and insight 
about pastoral issues and has served as 
associate editor for The Dictionary of 
Pastoral Care and Counseling, shares 
now what he has learned from directing 
groups of ministers who reflect theolog­
ically on their experience. The main 
lessons are: theological reflection is a 
slow process; ministers should not rush 
to interpret their experience; reflecting 
with others builds community; and the­
ological reflection should lead to 
change. 

P. understands pastoral theology to 
include three essential elements: ac­
tion, relationship, and meaning. All 
three are woven together by imagina­
tion. For P. the use of imagination is 
guided by the philosophy of phenome­
nology, especially its technique of 
bracketing, which suspends premature 
interpretation of experience (a recur­
ring theme in the book). P. relies heav­
ily on the theoretical work of Edward 
Farley and a core of process theolo­
gians, while inserting insights from 
contemporary psychotherapists who 
try to get their clients to reflect on their 
experience. 

As expected in a pastoral work, there 

is extensive clinical material and an 
explanation of how P. structures a 
twelve-session course to help students 
describe and feel their way into the 
meaning of their experiences. This is 
the novel contribution of the book. It 
demonstrates how bracketing works 
and what benefits it yields. Along the 
way it allows P. to share his own ob­
servations about theological reflection 
and report on the state of the art as it 
is discussed in selected current litera­
ture. The result is a practical, intellec­
tually challenging glimpse into the 
workings of a process widely affirmed, 
solidly established, and still seeking a 
successful method of operation. 

ROBERT L. KINAST 
Center for Theological Reflection 

Madeira Beach, Fla. 

DESPAIR: SICKNESS OR SIN? HOPE­
LESSNESS AND HEALING IN THE 
CHRISTIAN LIFE. By Mary Louise 
Bringle. Nashville: Abingdon, 1990. Pp. 
186. $14.95. 

Everyone knows about despair, but 
who asks whether it is a sickness or 
sin? For the student of theology, for 
one steeped in historical traditions of 
the faith, and for counselors, this be­
comes a lively question while reading 
Bringle's book. 

Writing from a confessional perspec­
tive, B. employs the doctrines, symbols, 
and stories of Christianity to study de­
spair. The reader gets a contemporary 
"feel" of despair through the charac­
ters, Celie and Isabel, in Mary Gor­
don's Final Payments and Alice Walk­
er's The Color Purple. B. searches for 
the sin/sickness dimensions of despair 
in the patristic, scholastic, Reforma­
tion, and Renaissance eras. The reli­
gious and moral landscape of despair is 
found in various writers. While Augus­
tine, Aquinas, and Luther concur that 
despair is an unforgivable sin against 
the Holy Ghost, they differ in their 
assessment of despair as sin. Renais­
sance writer Burton interprets despair 
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as sin and sickness, while 19th-century 
phenomenologist Kierkegaard sees de­
spair as the ultimate form of sin. 

"Can one be held responsible for de­
spair?" B. answers this question by 
drawing on 20th-century psychologists, 
Arnold, Solomon, and Roberts. Their 
contrasting assessment of despair as 
sickness assists B. in diagraming a tax­
onomy of despair to illustrate personal 
responsibility. Synthesizing her study 
of religious writers and psychologists, 
B. suggests a dialectic of effort and 
grace to heal despair. She notes that 
healing is not an individual effort but 
comes through the Christian commu­
nity which enables the despairing per­
son to experience crucifixion-incarna-
tion-eschatological shalom. Indeed, the 
community itself harbors some causes 
and symptoms of despair. B. concludes 
that "despair is neither sin nor sickness 
per se, but rather a symptom of both" 
(173). 

ELIZABETH WILLEMS, S.S.N.D. 
Notre Dame Seminary 

New Orleans 

AND BLESSED IS SHE: SERMONS BY 
WOMEN. Edited by David Albert 
Farmer and Edwina Hunter. San Fran­
cisco: Harper & Row, 1990. Pp. viii + 
247. $18.95. 

Twenty-two sermons: seven from 
the past, with biographical sketches of 
the preachers and samples of their 
work; fifteen from contemporary 
America, with reflections by the 
preachers. Understandably not com­
prehensive: the history is not yet re­
searched, and today's material is too 
extensive. Hence "a broad sampling of 
all that is available," most of it, of 
course, outside mainstream churches. 

Farmer's introduction to the past fo­
cuses on the experiences of women 
among the New England Puritans 
(male dominance) and the Society of 
Friends (women preachers accepted), 
in the 17th and 18th century (greatest 

freedom in sectarian groups and for 
evangelists), the effort to overthrow the 
male monopoly of the pulpit in the 
1800s (holiness groups, first ordina­
tions of women in the U.S., Mary Baker 
Eddy, Salvation Army), and progress 
in our century (e.g., ordinations in a 
number of denominations). The ser­
mons from the past stem from Shaker 
Lucy Wright, Methodist Anna Howard 
Shaw, Universalist Olympia Brown, 
Baptist Helen Barrett Montgomery, 
Pentecostalist Aimee Semple Mc-
Pherson, Salvation Army general 
Evangeline Booth, and Methodist lib­
eral theologian Georgia Harkness. 

Hunter's introduction to the present 
highlights influences on the "radical" 
movement in preaching (ordinations in 
mainline congregations and women in 
theological schools), the variety of 
voices, and the similarities in female 
preaching: importance of scholarly ex­
egesis but with "hermeneutical suspi­
cion," concern for justice, inclusive lan­
guage, modification of theological as­
sumptions, use of feminist or liberation 
hermeneutic, a fresh way of imaging 
God, relational or communal approach 
to authority, use of personal story. 

The sermons that illustrate the fresh 
approach constitute a memorable mos­
aic: biblicist and homiletics professor 
Elizabeth Achtemeier on the signifi­
cance of the Ascension; Roman Cath­
olic professor of homiletics Joan Dela-
plane as the daughter of the Canaanite 
woman and resonating to the latter's 
feeling of alienation; black Catholic 
Toinette Eugene preaching on "liber­
ating love" to a middle-class black com­
munity; Southern Baptist Nancy Has­
tings Sehested using midwives Shi-
phrah and Puah (Exodus 1) to illus­
trate letting our pharaons go. But to 
me the most useful materials are the 
reflections of each preacher; for here I 
discover their personal "story," their 
experience of frustration, influences on 
their preaching, their theological and 
homiletic concerns, voices that so long 
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have been muted or have cried out in a 
wilderness. 

WALTER J. BURGHARDT, S.J. 
Annapolis, Md. 

A N AFRICAN TREE OF LIFE. By 
Thomas G. Christensen. Maryknoll, 
N.Y.: Orbis, 1990. Pp. xix + 184. 

Christensen provides us with a val­
uable study of a local theology in the 
making, describing how one group of 
African Christians, the Gbaya people 
of east central Cameroon and the Cen­
tral African Republic, have used a sin­
gle root metaphor, which derives from 
their own symbolic and cultural heri­
tage, to understand and celebrate what 
God has done for them in Christ. 

The soré bush, a small tree growing 
on the West African savanna, consti­
tutes the center of the Gbaya symbol 
system. C. presents an ethnographic 
"thick description" of the rituals asso­
ciated with it. Soré is used in making a 
new village, reconciling enemies, end­
ing hostilities, purifying violators of ta­
boos, washing hunters and weapons, 
conducting initiation rites, calming vi­
olence, cooling anger and grief over 
death, and accompanying people into 
new and potentially dangerous situa­
tions. 

SCRIPTURAL STUDIES 

Allen, L. Ezekiel 20—48. Dallas: Word, 
1990. Pp. 301. 

The Bible: The New Revised Standard 
Version with Apocrypha. N.Y.: Col­
lins, 1991. Pp. 1140. $19.95. 

Brown, R. A Risen Christ in Easter-
time. Collegeville, Minn.: Liturgical, 
1990. Pp. 95. $4.95. 

Bruce, F. A Mind for What Matters. 
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990. Pp. 
325. $19.95. 

To recapitulate the uses and mean­
ings of soré, C. employs Victor Turner's 
categories of analysis (the exegetical, 
operational, and positional meanings), 
concluding that the themes find their 
center and focus in the root metaphor: 
soré = cool-thing. The soft and flexible 
sore, with its slippery substance be­
tween bark and core, suggests to the 
Gbaya humility and coolness, resist­
ance and resiliency. Soré cools and 
calms; it cleanses and blesses as it 
cools. Individual and community life 
depend on its cooling, peace-making 
power. Finally, C. examines the Gbaya 
Christological confession, "Jesus is our 
soré—cool-thing," illustrating how soré 
rituals have been invested with, and 
thus transformed by, Christian belief. 

C.'s main contribution lies in his de­
tailed description of beliefs and rituals. 
His more systematic reflections on 
these tend to be so dense as to be of 
little assistance to those not trained in 
anthropology. His reflections on the 
theological significance of the soré met­
aphor and the arguments justifying its 
use in confession and celebration are 
cogent and in line with contemporary 
missiology's understanding of the im­
portance of inculturation. 

GERALD R. BLASZCZAK, S.J. 
St. Andrew Hall, Syracuse, Ν. Y. 

Bruner, F. Matthew 2: Matthew 13— 
28. Dallas: Word, 1990. Pp. 650. 

Carson, D. The Gospel according to 
John. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
1991. Pp. 715. $29.95. 

Coote, R. Early Israel. Minneapolis: 
Fortress, 1990. Pp. 197. 

Craddock, F. Luke. Louisville: West­
minster/Knox, 1990. Pp. 300. $21.95. 

Falk, M. The Song of Songs. S.F.: Har­
per, 1990 [1973]. Pp. 213. $18.95. 

Fitzmyer, J. An Introductory Bibliog­
raphy for the Study of Scripture. 3rd 
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the triune God (somewhat like dynamic Sünyatä in Abe's interpretation) 
is by nature self-emptying love, albeit self-emptying love as realized in 
and through the divine persons in their relations to one another and all 
their creatures. 

Thus, while Abe will surely have to come to terms with the personalist 
overtones of dynamic ¡Sunyatä insofar as it exhibits wisdom and compas­
sion to all sentient beings, Christian thinkers, as Tracy recommends, will 
have to reflect more carefully on the traditional distinction between 
person and nature within God. In particular, Whiteheadians, who oth­
erwise share so many philosophical presuppositions with Buddhists, 
should inquire further into the relationship between God and creativity 
so as to explore whether or not this, too, admits of a trinitarian reinter-
pretation. 

Xavier University, Cincinnati JOSEPH A. BRACKEN, S.J. 

CHRIST AS THE COMMON GROUND: A STUDY OF CHRISTIANITY AND 
HINDUISM. By Kathleen Healy, R.S.M. Pittsburgh: Duquesne University, 
1990. Pp. xiv + 218. $24.95. 

Based on several visits to India, this book is Healy's attempt "at a 
thoughtful integration of what [she has] learned firsthand about the 
spirituality and culture of the Hindus from the Hindus themselves, about 
Indian Christians from themselves, and about what each can offer to the 
other today in spiritual interpretation" (xiii). H. traveled extensively and 
consulted widely, and the breadth of her conversations with "theologians, 
philosophers, swamis, gurus, sannyasis and 'ordinary people' " is impres­
sive. Written in an accessible, journalist style, the book organizes the 
fruits of these consultations (and extensive background reading) with a 
deep respect for Indian culture, an urgent sense of compassion and social 
justice, and lively theological thinking (strongly influenced by Raimundo 
Panikkar)—all for the sake of reflection on the future of Christianity in 
India, and with the hope that the book will guide Indian Christians in 
envisioning a future Indian Christianity that would be acceptable to 
Hindus too, millions of whom "worship Christ, but often view the 
Christian church as 'Churchianity' " (xiv). 

Looking for Christ "beyond Christianity" and seeking mutual spiritual 
fecundation of Hinduism and Christianity, H. sets forth her vision clearly 
and sharply: "Christians have no monopoly on the Christ who existed 
from the beginning" (8); "Christians today must die to themselves in 
order to know more fully the Christ who reveals himself to the Hindu: 
the non-Mediterranean, the universal Christ" (27); the Church must be 
decentralized, made less clerical (62), in brief must "renounce a type of 
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absolute centrality in rites, rules, and formulations of doctrine promul­
gated through historically exaggerated insistence on authority" (84); "the 
Hindu mentality by its very nature can respond more fully to the 
trinitarian Christ than to Jesus Christ, the man of Galilee, in the 
historical Christian emphasis . . . The mystery of the church must be 
seen in universal revelation. Hinduism as well as Christianity leads to 
transcendent knowledge" (86). 

She explores "eastern and western paths in conflict and complemen­
tarity," setting forth the respective Hindu and Christian emphases on 
"mysticism and human service; interiority and action; vertical spirituality 
and horizontal spirituality; experience and suffering; karma and person," 
all of which are to be explored not only academically, but also in order 
to "produce significant concrete statements about Eastern and Western 
responses to truth and reality" (119). After some honest and sharp 
criticisms of Hinduism—a critique of social injustice, and the suggestion 
that "Hindus need to explore the values of rationality and of the serious­
ness of history to Western Christians"—she concludes with the hope 
that "the self-revelation that God has made to the East since ancient 
days will at last unite Bañaras to Bethlehem, Krishna to Christ" (190). 

Despite its diligence, courage, and admirable insistence on confronting 
the whole range of key issues, the book seems too ambitious in its pursuit 
of a revised Catholic ecclesial practice, its critique of Hinduism and 
Christianity in India, and its plea for a renewed spiritual encounter of 
Hindu and Christian. Specialists will find H.'s presentation of Hinduism 
simplistic, because of its generalizations, primarily its presupposition 
that there is a "Hindu mind" and an "Indian way" of thinking and doing. 
Much of the contemporary Indological and postorientalist reconsidera­
tion of India has been dedicated to questioning such simplifications of 
India and its religions, especially that neo-Vedanta simplification favored 
by H., which identifies Hinduism with the pursuit of an absolute nondual 
reality, mystical nonengagement in this world, and some version of 
prerationality or nonrationality. 

Theologians who push Panikkar for a more systematic presentation of 
his Trinitarian and Christological thinking will not find in H.'s work any 
advance on his; and given the radicality of the proposals involved—a 
truly non-Mediterranean Christ, a truly decentralized Church—much 
more theological argumentation would be required to win over the skep­
tical theologian, Western or Indian. Finally, though outsiders do bring a 
fresh perspective to previously familiar issues, and hence are worth 
listening to, it is hard to see why Indian Christians, much less Indian 
Hindus, should be persuaded by the vision of Indian Christianity offered 
by this visitor; had the book been written more directly as an appeal to 
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a likely Western Christian audience to rethink itself in light of an 
evolving global religious scene, it could have been more effective. 

Boston College FRANCIS X. CLOONEY, S.J. 

LITERATURE AND RELIGION: PASCAL, GRYPHIUS, LESSING, HÖLDER­

LIN, NOVALIS, KIERKEGAARD, DOSTOYEVSKY, KAFKA. By Hans Küng 
and Walter Jens. Translated from the German by Peter Heinegg. New 
York: Paragon, 1990. Pp. χ + 308. $22.95. 

"What happened to religion in the modern period? What happened to 
modernity because of religion?" In this collection of essays, originally 
lectures, theologian Küng and literary critic Jens attempt a "diagnosis of 
modernity." As Küng explains, the pressures of modernity, evident in 
the Reformation and the Enlightenment, resulted in a paradigm change, 
a "new basic model of the world, society, the church, and theology" (5). 

The eight writers here considered span what might loosely be consid­
ered the Continental tradition of Reformation theology. Thus it is not 
surprising that even Jewish and Catholic writers, e.g., Kafka and Pascal, 
come off sounding a bit like Martin Luther. Küng strikes the note early; 
in his opening chapter on Pascal, it becomes evident that of the four 
"great powers" of modernity—science, technology, industrialization, and 
democracy—Küng is most concerned with democracy, by which he means 
nonauthoritarian, noncentralized, nonchurchly power. 

The subtext of Küng's own problematic relationship with "political 
reactionaries and . . . Roman agents" shadows, indeed, shapes his argu­
ment. Throughout he returns, sometimes directly, to his struggle against 
a medieval and regressively autocratic Church. In his essay on Novalis 
he injects this comment: "Indeed, isn't the Roman church today being 
led once more by men from Poland, Bavaria, Italy, and Spain, who, 
despite their clever strategies of adaptation to modern times, are oriented 
to that medieval, then Counter-Reformation, antimodern model of Chris­
tianity?" (157). 

Though Küng and Jens contribute equally to the volume's sixteen 
essays, Küng's preface and voice sets the generally polemic tone. The 
strength of Küng's essays is at the same time their weakness. They read 
like lectures, offering an interesting, wide-ranging overview of intellectual 
history, syncretic, discursive, and thus, inevitably reductive. His approach 
is historiotheological. Reading him, it becomes clear that the tradition of 
Western thought is, from another point of view, a theological narrative, 
an investigation of grace—the naming of God and the definition of 
human potential in time and space. 

In contrast to Küng's broader reading of history, Jens modestly reads 
the texts at hand. As a consequence his essays are less evangelical, if we 
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Presenting This Issue 

Our June issue features four major articles and one note. They range, 
on the one hand, from the fundamental theological understanding of 
revelation as divine self-communication to, on the other, one of the 
ultimate problems of eschatology: the question of universal salvation. In 
between lie an article offering a provocative analysis of the ordering of 
human love, a note discussing the love of God as the matrix for under­
standing human suffering, and an article offering an extended reflection 
on the dialogical relationships that should exist between theologians and 
scientists. 

Divine Revelation: Intervention or Self-Communication? ex­
poses the inadequacy of viewing revelation as an outside intervention 
inconsistent with the autonomy and authenticity of the cosmos and 
humanity. FRANS J O Z E F VAN BEECK, S.J., the John Cardinal Cody 
Professor of Catholic Theology at Loyola University of Chicago and 
current president of the American Theological Society, points out that 
what is far more consistent with a Catholic understanding is a phenom-
enological analysis of human communication which shows that revelation 
is best interpreted by way of transcendence and immanence. Van Beeck 
is well known for his Christ Proclaimed (Paulist, 1979), and more recently 
for God Encountered: A Contemporary Systematic Theology 1: Under­
standing the Christian Faith (Harper & Row, 1989). The present article 
is drawn from material which is being prepared for volume 2 of that 
work: Exitus: The Reflection of the Glory. 

Current Eschatology: Universal Salvation and the Problem of 
Hell, building on recent Roman Catholic developments in the theology 
of human freedom, explores the perennial notion of universal salvation 
from within the Catholic tradition and in a way that does not undercut 
human freedom or responsibility J O H N R. SACHS, S.J., a Ph.D. from 
Tübingen, is assistant professor of systematic theology at Weston School 
of Theology. His The Christian View of Humanity: Basic Christian 
Anthropology (Glazier/Liturgical) will appear this fall. 

The Order of Love and Recent Catholic Ethics: A Constructive 
Proposal retrieves the Thomistic notion of the "order of love" by means 
of a cr tical appropriation of current biologically based notions of the 
natural gradation of altruism. This offers a corrective to certain deficien­
cies in recent Catholic treatments of love that have relied on exclusively 
personalist and existentialist sources. STEPHEN J. P O P E , who studied 
under James Gustafson at the University of Chicago, is assistant profes­
sor of Christian social ethics at Boston College. He is working on a series 
of articles, some of which have begun to appear this year (e.g., in the 
Heythrop Journal and the Journal of Religion), focusing on the ethics of 
Thomas Aquinas, theories of love and justice, and Roman Catholic social 
teaching. 

197 
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Theology and Science: A New Commitment to Dialogue follows 
"Cybernation, Responsibility and Providential Design" which appeared 
a year ago with Michael Buckley's note on "Religion and Science," (TS, 
June 1990). Observing that dialogue between scientists and theologians 
is still in its infancy, Mooney argues that a common commitment to the 
intelligibility of reality and a common sociology of knowledge makes 
possible conversation focused on the contribution of each to an under­
standing of the human. CHRISTOPHER F. MOONEY, S.J., S.T.D. from the 
Institut Catholique in Paris and J.D. from the University of Pennsylvania 
Law School, is professor of religious studies at Fairfield University. Long 
known for his earlier work on Teilhard de Chardin, he recently published 
Boundaries Dimly Perceived: Law, Religion, Education, and the Common 
Good (Notre Dame, 1990), and is now working on a book on the science/ 
theology dialogue. 

Thomas Aquinas, Human Suffering, and the Unchanging God 
of Love uses Thomas' understanding of love and compassion in order, 
negatively, to point out the inadequacy of conceiving God as a "fellow 
sufferer," and, positively, to suggest a more profound understanding of 
God's identification with suffering humanity and to consider some pas­
toral implications of that understanding. MICHAEL J. DODDS, O.P., has 
his S.T.D. from Fribourg, Switzerland, where he published The Unchang­
ing God of Love (University of Fribourg, 1986). He is currently academic 
dean and associate professor of theology at the Dominican School of 
Philosophy and Theology of the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, 
California, where he is continuing his research and writing on divine 
immutability. 

Robert J. Daly, S.J. 
Editor 
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