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Presenting This Issue 

The December 1990 issue, my last as editor in chief, features seven 
articles, dealing respectively with theology and culture at mid-century, 
the moral status of the pre-embryo, the problem of a Christian economics, 
theology as a practical discipline, the Trinity and creation, Augustine on 
sin and evil, and Newman on ecumenism and conversion. 

Theology and Culture at Mid-Century: The Example of Henri 
de Lubac offers an unusual contribution to the theological background 
of Vatican II by exploring the early work of one of the prominent 
theologians accused of fostering "/a nouvelle théologie" in the late 1940s. 
The thesis is that underlying the controversy over the supernatural lay 
basic questions about the relationship between the Church and modern 
culture. JOSEPH A. KOMONCHAK, Ph.D. from Union Theological Semi­
nary in New York City, teaches theology in the department of religion 
and religious education at the Catholic University of America. His special 
competence lies in ecclesiology and in the history and theology of Vatican 
II. Chief editor of The New Dictionary of Theology, he is preparing a 
translation of, and critical introduction to, the doctrinal schemata pre­
pared for Vatican II. 

Reflections on the Moral Status of the Pre-Embryo reviews the 
scientific literature to help determine when the early human embryo 
becomes an individual, a single entity, and analyzes claim to personhood 
in the light of these findings. THOMAS A. SHANNON, Ph.D. from Boston 
University, is professor of religion and social ethics in the department of 
humanities at the Worcester Polytechnic Institute, with particular inter­
est in bioethics and moral theology. ALLAN WOLTER, O.F.M., Ph.D. from 
the Catholic University of America of which he is professor emeritus, is 
a research associate within the UCLA Center for Medieval and Renais­
sance Studies, with expertise in philosophy of science, contemporary 
Anglo-American philosophy, and medieval philosophy. 

Do We Want a Christian Economics? The U.S. Bishops' Pas­
toral Letter examines the economic assumptions in the letter and offers 
a critique in light of contemporary economic thinking. RICHARD C. 
BAYER, Ph.D. from Berkeley's Graduate Theological Union, focuses his 
research on social and economic ethics. His article "An Empirical Appli­
cation of A Theory of Justice" appeared in the November issue of the 
International Social Science Journal. 

The Recovery of Theology as a Practical Discipline is an effort 
to retrieve an understanding and practice of theological activity that is 
more integrally related to Christian life and witness. RANDY L. MADDOX, 

Ph.D. from Emory University, is associate professor of religion and 
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philosophy at Sioux Falls College in South Dakota, with special interest 
in theological method and doctrinal theology. Scholars Press published 
his Towards an Ecumenical Fundamental Theology in 1984. 

The Function of the Trinity in Moltmann's Ecological Doctrine 
of Creation argues (1) that Moltmann's panentheistic principles compel 
him to compromise his own perception of God's freedom implied in the 
traditional doctrines of creation and the Trinity, and (2) that this leads 
him ultimately to the modalism he criticizes in Rahner and Barth and to 
the tritheism rejected by the tradition. PAUL D. MOLNAR, Ph.D. from 
Fordham, is associate professor of theology at St. John's University, 
Jamaica, N.Y., with particular interest in Trinitarian theology, revela­
tion, and theological method. 

"Only Something Good Can Be Evil": The Genesis of Augus­
tine's Secular Ambivalence argues that the saint's ambivalence to­
ward human secular life was fashioned in his early anti-Manichean 
polemic and remained to inform all his later thought about existence in 
this world. FREDERICK H. RUSSELL, Ph.D. from Johns Hopkins, is 
associate professor of history at Rutgers University in Newark, N.J., 
with especial competence in medieval political theology and canon law. 

Newman, Conversion, and Ecumenism reveals Newman, as a 
Catholic, convinced that the Roman communion was the only true 
Church, but respecting the portions of Catholic truth present in other 
communities, including the Anglican. He believed that faith could coexist 
with faulty doctrine and that good faith should not be upset. Thus in 
some ways he was a precursor of 20th-century ecumenism. AVERY 

DULLES, S.J., S.T.D. from Rome's Gregorian University, is Laurence J. 
McGinley Professor of Religion and Society at Fordham University. 

I leave Theological Studies with warm memories ranging over 44 years: 
profound gratitude to hundreds of authors and reviewers whose research 
and evaluation have graced these pages, to the managing editors and 
book-review editors whose competence and concern have played an 
inestimable role in shaping the journal's international reputation, and to 
scores of skilled associates at the Waverly Press, our printers since 1942. 
I have every reason to believe that my successor, Robert J. Daly, S.J., 
will be blessed with similar co-operation. 

Kindly note the important information on the inside front cover of 
this issue. 

Walter J. Burghardt, S.J. 
Editor 
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