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one page on the Lambeth Conference
of 1968, the text must have been writ-
ten before Vatican II. It should not
have been published without being
brought up to date. Italian readers
deserve better than this.

George H. Tavard

THE CZECHOSLOVAK HERESY AND
SCHISM: THE EMERGENCE OF A NATIONAL
CZECHOSLOVAK CHURCH. By Ludvik Ne-
mec. Transactions of the American
Philosophical  Society 65/1. Philadel-
phia: American Philosophical Society,
1975. Pp. 78. $6.00.

A detailed historical study of the
Czechoslovak Schism, which, accord-
ing to N., "represents a most advanced
type of progressive rebellion against a
whole theological school of thought
and ecclesiastical practice” (p. 8) in
the twentieth century. After a helpful,
interesting introductory study of the
meaning of heresy and schism and of
its application to the Czechoslovak
Church, L. deals with "The Seeds of
Schism,” "The Emergence of the
Czechoslovak Church,” the "Czechos-
lovak-Orthodox Schism," and the final
realization of "an independent and
national church.” A useful index com-
pletes the work.

The study is noteworthy for several
reasons. First, it underscores the fact
that "heretical authenticity” has al-
ways been a special characteristic of
the Czechoslovak Church. By denying
the doctrine of the Trinity, the divinity
of Jesus Christ, and the Chuich as an
instrument of salvation, the promoters
of the new church made it unmistaka-
bly clear that they wanted a Christian-
ity " that does not get its ideas and
religious testimony from the past but
from the present" (p. 61), i.e, they
espoused the human and, particularly,
the Czech cultural and moral condi-
tions as the main and perhaps only
valid source of theologizing. This di-
chotomy between divine revelation
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and the human condition became the
greatest tragedy of the Czechoslovak
Church. Second, it becomes evident in
the study that the Czechoslovak
Church "should not be counted as
merely politically or culturally or so-
cially inspired as were some others like
the Great Eastern Schism (1054). It
must be considered as a real church
schism, with a direct interaction be-
tween heresy and schism, since both
gave preference to protest and revolt
before reform" (p. 59). Finally, the
whole history of this modern, contem-
porary schism (1918-71) is a striking
example of what can happen to thou-
sands and millions of sincere believers
when they fall into the hands of ambi-
tious leaders driven uncompromisingly
by intellectual pride, indomitable am-
bition, and personal contention.

This study is highly recommended
to all those who areinterested in seeing
what might happen to a particular
church when the nationalistic, patri-
otic, and intellectual framework ne-
gates both the formal and the material
elements of divine revelation.

Sabbas J. Kilian, O.F.M.

MOUNIER AND MARITAIN: A FRENCH
CATHOLIC UNDERSTANDING OF THE M OD-
ERN WORLD. By Joseph Amato. Studies
in the Humanities 6. University, Ala-
bama: Univ. of Alabama Press, 1975.
Pp. xxiii + 215. $8.50.

Although the title of A.'s book refers
to both Emmanuel Mounier and
Jacques Maritain, it is clear that Mou-
nier, founder and editor of Esprit, is
the central philosophical figure in rela-
tion to whom the text isorganized. The
intellectual thrust of hislife's activities
is embodied in the development of the
philosophical outlook he terms person-
alism. A. describes Mounier's person-
alism this way: "Committed to the
primacy of the person as a free and
spiritual being, Personalism denies all
attempts to reduce the human person
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to any immanent order of society,
politics, and history. Committed to the
person as an embodied and communal
being, Personalism equally denies all
doctrines that deny man’s temporality
and historicity in the name of a tran-
scendent order” (p. 13).

The strength of A.’s text lies mainly
in his careful, scholarly exposition of
the historical ground from which Mou-
nier’s position emerges. Special atten-
tion is given to Maritain’s influence
upon Mounier and the similarities and
differences in their viewpoints. In ad-
dition, A. argues quite persuasively in
the case of Mounier and Maritain that
“Understanding a twentieth century
intellectual often involves understand-
ing his reactions to the events of the
public life” (p. 105). In this light he
describes the shattering effect of World
War II upon Mounier’s philosophical
position. He concludes with a brief
consideration of Mounier’s intellectual
activity from 1945 until his untimely
death in 1950.

While much of this book is devoted
to a fascinating account of French
Catholic intellectual life in the first
half of this century, A. does undertake
a critical evaluation of Mounier’s per-
sonalism. The main weakness I find is
that Mounier’s description of personal-
ism is too vague. Still, one must give
credit to Mounier for his realization
that something like personalism con-
stitutes an authentic response to the
human situation.

Thomas V. Curley

TELHARD DE CHARDIN UND DAS
ZWEITE VATIKANISCHE KoNzIL: EIN VER-
GLEICH DER PASTORAL-KONSTITUTION
UBErR DIE KiIRcHE IN DER WELT VON
HEUTE MIT ASPEKTEN DER WELTSCHAU
PiERRE TEILHARDS DE CHARDIN, By
Wolfgang Klein. Abhandlungen zur
Sozialethik 8. Paderborn: Schoningh,
1975. Pp. 328. DM 38.

As the subtitle indicates, the com-
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parison between Teilhard and Vatican
II is restricted to the Pastoral Consti-
tution on the Church in the Modern
World (Gaudium et spes). The book is
divided into two parts, of which the
first is a survey of Teilhard’s evolution-
ary vision of the world. This account is
the fruit of K.’s personal investigation
of Teilhard’s works, although he also
made use of many of the expositions of
the Teilhardian synthesis that have
appeared during the past fifteen years.
The second and main part inquires
whether the dynamic and evolutionary
conception of the Pastoral Constitu-
tion is a response of the Church to
aspects of Teilhard’s world vision. The
cautious but generally affirmative
reply K. gives to this question is based
partly on his examination of the docu-
ment in its final form, but mostly and
more importantly on his study of many
commentaries on the Constitution and
histories of the conciliar debates pub-
lished by several bishops and a number
of experts who were actively present at
the Council.

During the arduous labor of compos-
ing Gaudium et spes, the Council fa-
thers often referred to discussions ear-
lier conducted in France and Belgium
on the relation of theology and faith to
modern currents of thought, discus-
sions which owed much to Teilhard,
whose writings and lectures had stimu-
lated a whole generation. His ideas had
circulated so widely and penetrated so
deeply that reactions to his thinking,
both positive and negative, were
voiced throughout the conciliar pro-
ceedings. As far as K. is concerned, the
significant point is not that the Coun-
cil draws directly on the Teilhardian
corpus, but that it sees the modern
world in the dynamic perspective so
closely associated with the French Jes-
uit. The situation was well summed up
several months after the Council by
Cardinal Konig, who, in speaking of
the “new look of the Church,” made
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references to the influence exerted by
modern theologians, with emphasis on
the ““great visions of Teilhard de Char-
din.”

Cyril Vollert, S.J.

CarHoLicisM CONFRONTS MODERNITY:
A Protestant ViEw. By Langdon
Gilkey. New York: Seabury, 1975. Pp.
211. $8.95.

The major thesis of G.’s book is that
the effects of the Enlightenment with
which Protestantism has been con-
tending for over two hundred years
have caused the current crisis and
confusion in the Catholic Church. The
root of the problem, he believes, is the
post-Enlightenment refusal to accept a
dichotomy between two orders of real-
ity, the natural and the supernatural,
and the acknowledgment of the his-
toricity and hence mutability of the
dogmas and institutions which have
embodied Christian faith. Paradoxi-
cally, G. believes that out of this insti-
tutional and intellectual chaos an au-
thentic Catholic synthesis of the gospel
and modernity could be achieved, and
he looks to Catholicism rather than to
Protestantism for a creative interpre-
tation of Christianity today. Among
the resources available for this task he
mentions the Catholic sense of tradi-
tion, the strong awareness of being a
people, the sacramental principle, and
the emphasis on rational reflection as
an essential moment within faith.

Personally, I found the book one of
the most perceptive statements of the
Catholic situation today. The book
should be recommended not only for
its brilliant analysis but also for its
constructive statement, since G. gives
us as well a concise but penetrating
introduction to the problem of theolog-
ical methodology. He mentions two
poles in Christian theology: stories,
myths, symbols, and scientific and
philosophical analysis. Theology today
must be characterized primarily by the
story form, since the most fundamen-
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tal relation to God is that of dramatic
encounter. But religious symbols invite
conceptualization, without which they
are empty and lifeless. Thus G. men-
tions the following levels of theology:
the historical, in which the theologian
inquires into what the Christian sym-
bols meant; the eidetic, in which he
works toward a unifying and coherent
meaning for the symbols; the construc-
tive, in which he explores the meaning
of the symbols for us; the ontological,
in which he relates the symbols to his
philosophical world view; and the eth-
ical, in which he examines the implica-
tions of the symbols for praxis.

This essay is written in the tradition
of liberal theology, which is character-
ized by a dialog between Christian
faith and secular culture. G. is aware of
the risks this involves, but his ap-
proach is cautious and well balanced
and hence minimizes the risk and
invites the challenge.

John J. O’Donnell, S.J.

Man: CHRISTIAN ANTHROPOLOGY IN
THE CONFLICTS OF THE PRESENT. By
Jiirgen Moltmann. Translated by John
Sturdy. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1974.
Pp. xi + 124. $3.25.

As M. admits in the Preface, writing
a book about “man” involves a “mea-
sure of presumption,” but he carries it
off with some success. Man explores
the relation of the Christian vision of
man to contemporary anthropology.
Although brief and, due to the compre-
hensiveness of the topic, quite general,
it is a valuable contribution to the
discussion of Christian anthropology.

The first chapter discusses the sig-
nificance of the question ‘“What is
man?”’ for concrete human experience,
and locates the place of Christian an-
thropology with respect to biological
and cultural anthropology, ethnology,
and religous anthropology in general.
The next chapter examines the specific
predicament of humanity in modern
industrial society: man’s domination
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of the world through technology and
industrialization has proved as much a
threat to mankind as a vehicle for its
fulfilment, M. then attempts to un-
cover the views of humanity which are
implicit in three of the most typical
“types” (social and political romanti-
cism, inward emigration, and utopian
consciousness) which characterize
man’s response to this predicament.
Having thus established the context of
contemporary anthropology, he exam-
ines and evaluates the specific images
of humanity by which men live and
work today (e.g., Marxism, activism,
the legal system, the radical right and
left, personalism) and the doctrines of
salvation which are implicit in these
visions of man. The final chapter very
briefly outlines the theological vision
which serves as the basis for his eval-
uation of these various images. The
criteria he presents are essentially
those which have come to characterize
his theology of hope.

Man does not offer any fresh theo-
logical insights. It does, however, offer
a fresh and provocative illustration of
the theology of hope’s implications for
Christian anthropology.

Robert Masson

CHRISTIANS AND Socianism: Docu-
MENTATION OF THE CHRISTIANS FOR SoO-
CIALISM MOVEMENT IN LATIN AMERICA.
Edited by John Eagleson; translated
by dJohn Drury. Maryknoll: Orbis,
1975. Pp. x + 246. $7.95; $4.95 paper.

Social questions are not as easy for
the Church to judge as dogmatic ques-
tions. There was a day when Christians
owned slaves, for instance, and the
Church went along with the practice.
So, too, there was a day when people
judged the asking of interest on a loan
an evil thing, and the Church shared
their view. With time, however, the
Church ceased seeing slavery as licit
and began to allow the asking of inter-
est on loans. Will a Pope some day call
capitalism ‘“‘intrinsically evil,”’ as Pius
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XI called communism not long ago?
And will a Pope call for a Christian
socialism? Groups of Christians for
Socialism have held congresses in
Spain (1973), Italy (1973), and Canada
(1975). But the most dramatic con-
gress sponsored by the movement was
the 1972 meeting at Santiago, Chile.
Christians have been referring to that
gathering ever since as a scandal—or a
sign of hope—depending on their paint
of view.

This volume, documenting the San-
tiago meeting, is a well-chosen selee-
tion of the letters, statements, and
counterstatements exchanged by the
organizers of that meeting and their
critics, including the bishops of Chile.
The bishops finally forbade priests and
religious to join the movement. But
that only fudged the issue. No one was
asking whether priests may join such a
cause, but whether Christians may.
After reading these documents we will
realize that though the Chilean hier-
archy took an unequivocal practical
stand, they did not settle the root
issue: is socialism the (or even a)
Christian way to shape society? Tem-
porarily, the movement has gone un-
derground, but it will no doubt surface
again. Hence the importance of this
volume, which raises most of the basic
issues.

Eugene K. Culhane, S.J.

MoraLiTYy, ANYONE? By William
Lester, S.J. New Rochelle: Arlington
House, 1975. Pp. 143. $7.95.

A collection of what L. considers the
best items appearing during 1973 in his
question-and-answer column The
Moral Angle, which is syndicated na-
tionally in some seventy-five news-
papers. In two pages the opening
chapter facilely disposes of the ‘“new
morality” as that philosophical rela-
tivism “which contradictorily proposes
as an absolute truth that there is no
absolute truth’ and “leads inevitably
to the pernicious doctrine that a good
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end justifies immoral means” (p. 15).
L. prefers the old morality, which “af-
firms that man has a definite, objec-
tive way of acting in order to fulfill
himself as man” (p. 16).

The subsequent eleven chapters
touch upon a multitude of topics, e.g.,
human life-engineering, death and life,
crime and punishment, privacy, mar-
riage, nudity and obscenity, the indi-
vidual and the state. In the chapter on
death and life, L. speaks approvingly
of the theory of mediate animation and
concludes that abortion in the earliest
stages of pregnancy is to be condemned
as illicit birth-control, but not as mur-
der of a human person. Regarding the
penal system, L. suggests that it might
be improved by a return to corporal
punishment. In his discussion of man
and the state, he argues against out-
lawing handguns so long as the govern-
ment does not sufficiently protect indi-
viduals from assault; also, the posses-
sion of such weapons by the general
populace “does much to cool the ambi-
tions of a would-be tyrant” (p. 127).

At times the gratuitousness of L.’s
remarks appears rather outrageous; he
views nudists as being on a retrogres-
sive course towards savagery. An inex-
cusable lapse of charity and propriety
occurs when L. speaks glowingly of the
fact that ‘“the normal person reacts
towards faggots somewhat as he does
towards maggots” (p. 102).

L. intends the book for those who
think for themselves, yet he offers few
sound principles for moral reflection
with which readers might grapple.
There is more assertion than argumen-
tation, and L. finds in the natural law
more answers to specific problems
than most professional moralists would
dare to hope for or care to defend.

Vincent J. Genovest, S.J.

Pourtics & ETtHics: PATTERNS IN
PaARTNERSHIP. By Francis X. Winters,
S.J. New York: Paulist, 1975. Pp. 121.
$1.65.
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W. proposes that the starting point
for moral discourse is the quality of
relationship among people. He uses the
concept of partnership, defined as mu-
tual dependence and reciprocal influ-
ence, as a description and prescriptive
paradigm for morality on the individ-
ual and political levels. The book is too
brief for an adequate development of
the implications of this basic premise,
although there are indications of its
meaning for a reintrepretation of natu-
ral-law theories and for the under-
standing of the Christian mysteries of
suffering, hope, and prayer. The sec-
ond section applies the insights of the
theoretical essay to the political prob-
lems of Watergate, the relation be-
tween national interest and national
integrity, and the possibility of a just
war in the contemporary world. In all
three instances the insights into the
problems are promising. They deserve
and demand a more comprehensive
treatment than they receive. W. is
seeking a middle ground between the
political idealists and realists and be-
tween pacifists and power theorists.
The book is an introduction to some of
the problems of political ethics and
should be expanded in both its theoret-
ical and practical areas.

Jerome R. Dollard, O.S.B.

ReacHING Our: THE THREE Move-
MENTS OF THE SPIRITUAL LiFE. By Henri
J. M. Nouwen. Garden City, N.Y.:
Doubleday, 1975. Pp.120. $5.95.

We have received many beautiful
and inspiring books from N. in recent
years, so our expectations are high,
especially when we know that he con-
siders this book to be closer to him
than anything he has previously writ-
ten and that it came to fulness during a
long retreat in a Cistercian monastery.
And we are not disappointed. The
book is a response to the question
“What does it mean to live a life in the
Spirit of Jesus Christ?” N.’s answer
(which surprisingly rarely mentions
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Jesus Christ or his Spirit) is that it is a
“reaching out” to our innermost self
(the in and out here are a little confus-
ing), to our fellow human beings, and
to our God, with honesty, care, and
prayer, “reaching out”’ from loneliness,
hostility, and illusions to find solitude,
hospitality, and prayer. There is a very
sensitive and penetrating exploration
of loneliness and hostility, one that
might touch the nerve centers of al-
most every reader. Coupled with it is
wise insight into the sacredness of the
inner sanctuary.

As N. opens out the mystery of
solitude, one may not only begin to
understand for the first time why in all
times and cultures some men and
women have been drawn to go apart
and live a solitary life, but also grasp
some previously unappreciated dimen-
sions of one’s own life. To the complex
relationships of parent, child, teacher,
student, counselor, counselee, and by
inference to all interpersonal relation-
ships, N. brings the deeply Christian
and unifying concept of hospitality.
However, as N. shows, solitude and
hospitality can only bear lasting fruits
when they are embedded in a broader,
deeper, and higher reality from which
they receive their vitality. After the
rich and deep insights of the first two
sections, on our relationships with our-
selves and with others, the third sec-
tion, on our relationship with God in
prayer, is somewhat disappointing.
However, N. does give a good summary
of the Way of the Pilgrim and its
teaching on the Jesus Prayer, along
with a general introduction to hesy-
chasm. There are many sentences in
this book that should become epi-
grams. Indeed, a beautiful little book.

M. Basil Pennington, 0.C.S.0.

A New PenTECcosT? By Leon Joseph
Cardinal Suenens. Translated from
the French by Francis Martin. New
York: Seabury, 1975. Pp. xiii + 236.
$7.95.
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S. gives us a sympathetic account of
the charismatic-renewal movement
abroad in the Church today. His inter-
est, however, is not limited to ‘“Pen-
tecostalism,” either in its classical
Protestant forms or in its more recent
Catholic manifestations. Expressing
concern over the lack of an adequate
pneumatology in Catholic thought, he
attempts to trace the role of the Spirit
in faith, in the contemporary experi-
ence of God, in the Church’s worship,
and in popular devotion.

Happily, S. situates the theology of
the Spirit in the broader context of
ecclesiology. One’s fundamental vision
of the Church, he argues, inevitably
shapes one’s view of the power and
action of the Spirit in the Church. Af-
ter exposing what he considers a false
dichotomy between “‘charismatic” and
“institutional” views of church, S.
goes on to assert that mere “sociologi-
cal Christianity”’—institutional alle-
giance without mature adult commit-
ment—has little future. Along with
Rahner, S. sees a new kind of Christian
and thus a new kind of church emerg-
ing: a smaller flock composed of
“‘those who want to belong” (p. 126).

Also valuable are S.’s brief chapters
on the history of charismatic experi-
ence in the Church and on the relation-
ship between the Spirit and Christian
worship. He underscores the role of the
Spirit in the entire sacramental econ-
omy, rather than limiting his attention
to the Eucharist alone. Of concern as
well for S. is the place of the Spirit in
ecumenical discussions about doctrine
and sacramental practice.

S.’s book is a welcome addition to
the growing literature about charis-
matic renewal in the Christian
churches. Its balanced tone reveals
both the author’s personal optimism
about the future of the movement as
well as his deep respect for traditional
Catholic values of faith and prayer.
The concluding chapter is a candid
testimony to the Spirit as the source of
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S.’s joyful hope for a continuing Pen-
tecost among all Christians.
Nathan Mitchell, 0.8.B.

RELIGION AND MODERN LITERATURE:
Essays IN THEORY AND CRITICISM.
Edited by G. B. Tennyson and Edward
E. Ericson, Jr. Grand Rapids: Eerd-
mans, 1975, Pp. 424, $5.95.

Although this collection of essays
culled from periodicals and books is
intended to be a textbook for college
courses on religion and modern litera-
ture, it can serve admirably as a sort of
seminar for any theologian who wants
to understand the difficulties, metho-
dologies, and worth of this relatively
new area of study. The book is divided
into three sections: (1) ‘“Relatienships
between Religion and Literature,” in
which the theoretical questions are
discussed; (2) “Religious Backgrounds
of Modern Literature,” which shows
the image of the modern world that
literature offers; (3)‘‘Religious Dimen-
sions in Modern Literature,” the major
part of the book, in which individual
works and authors are considered
(Kafka, Conrad, Camus, Faulkner,
Beckett, and others). Here, unfortu-
nately, there are no studies of any of
the Jewish novelists who are so impor-
tant in North American literature to-
day. It is also strange that the “Barth-
ian” John Updike has been overlooked.

The great advantage of this collec-
tion is the stimulus it provides by
embracing a variety of positions on
religion and literature. In ‘the first
section in particular the reader is won
over to one argument, only to have it
challenged in the next essay. The dif-
ferent approaches to the subject are
also exemplified in the practical sec-
tions. Consequently, although the edi-
tors have predictably and rightly in-
cluded pieces by the leading scholars
in this field—among them, Nathan A.
Scott, Jr., Amos Wilder, and Cleanth
Brooks—plus essays by writers such as
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Eliot, Auden, and Flannery O’Connor,
the impact and usefulness of this criti-
cal anthology comes primarily from
the interaction of the various essays,
whose broad spectrum forces us to
search out our own critical position on
the relationship of religion and litera-
ture.
Kenneth C, Russell

THE Mask JEws WEAR: THE SELF-
DEcePTIONS OF AMERICAN JEWRY, By
Eugene B, Borowitz. New York: Simon
and Schuster, 1973. Pp. 222, §7.95.

B. has given us an excellent book, a
veritable Portnoy’s Complaint in re-
verse. The question throughout is,
what does it mean to be a Jew? It is
addressed to Jews by a Jew. His analy-
sis and answer make us non-Jews jeal-
ous, for it is no matter easily settled or
easily set forth to seek what it means to
be a Jew. Doing a Jewish thing, or
describing it being done, is cloaked in
one escape after another. When we
place our values behind our emotions,
when we ask ourselves why we have
values, where they come from, what
difference they make, what the world
would be without them—when we an-
swer these questions, then and only
then are we getting to our Jewishness.

If human dignity is self-determina-
tion, then let such determination be
just that—self-determination. Our de-
terminations as ethical are group-
originated and sustaining of our hu-
manity. So why deny where they came
from or that we possess them? Why
deny ourselves even to ourselves? To
be Jewish is to be responsibly alienated
from any group which does not strive
to make human life human and to be
persistent through the ages in this.

Israel as a nation is allowed no moral
mistakes, and the world still needs a
nation so obligated. It and Jewishness
rest on God, the true God. And to be
Jewish is to strip away that last mask
which hides ourselves from Him. He
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made us, He sustains us, and our
hatred of ourselves and by others lies
ultimately in the fact that He chose us
as His emissaries to men.

David A. Boileau
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