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and a Presbyterian minister, and thus 
he brings knowledge and commitment 
to this biography. He notes that opin­
ions of Knox have varied through the 
centuries: there are those who see no 
good in him, as well as "those who 
could see in him no fault whatsoever" 
(p. 285). R., however, sees himself as 
belonging to that category of biogra­
pher "who sees him as a man who 
sought to accomplish a certain pur­
pose, and who attained considerable 
success, yet who at the same time had 
all the weaknesses, failings and foibles 
of every man . . . " (p. 286). Though R. 
prefers to see himself as an objective 
biographer, I would place him in the 
category that admits that Knox did 
have his weaknesses and prejudices, 
but still sees "in him no fault whatso­
ever." When modern authors take 
Knox to task for acting according to his 
prejudices or being intolerant, R. is 
right there with his brush to repaint 
the Knoxian portrait in the style of a 
nineteenth-century biographer. The 
modern author he most often seeks to 
correct is Jasper Ridley (e.g., pp. 160, 
170, 184, 243, 247, 251), whose John 
Knox (Oxford Univ. Press, 1968, and 
reviewed in TS 31 [1970] 197-99) was 
and still remains the best modern 
biography of the Scottish Reformer. 

Joseph N. Tylenda, S.J. 

BETWEEN BELIEF AND UNBELIEF. By 
Paul W. Pruyser. New York: Harper & 
Row, 1974, Pp. xvii + 301. $10.00. 

Readers who appreciated P.'s A Dy­
namic Psychology of Religion will find 
his thought extended and sharpened in 
this sequel. P. provides chapter-length 

. discussions of key elements in religion: 
mystery, options, providence, fantasy, 
and reality, while portraying the dy­
namic complexity of belief and un­
belief in each context. He augments 
his study by a careful reading of 
Schleiermacher, Otto, James, Erikson, 
Marcel, and Freud, with an acknowl­

edged bias to Freud's general theory of 
religion. He eschews, however, any 
abstract formulation of the issue of 
belief and unbelief by incorporating 
insights from his own clinical practice. 
This is done judiciously and contrib­
utes a realism to his study. 

P. contends that personal history is 
the foundation of all religion. He char­
acterizes the normal condition of each 
believer or unbeliever as mixed in 
intensity. In fact, both are judged 
radically different only when poor 
judgment is made. Persons who inten­
sively believe or reject religious belief 
are so similar in structural arrange­
ment, P. argues, that their antithesis is 
more those who are lukewarm in either 
category. One is reminded of Rollo 
May's insistence on indifference rather 
than hate as the opposite of love. 

P.'s style is quite suggestive as he 
raises many questions that theologians 
are unaccustomed to deal with. No one 
will pigeonhole believers and unbeliev­
ers if they accept P.'s analysis. An­
other benefit is his description of the 
immense varieties of unbelief which, 
he argues, will correspond to the pleth­
ora present in belief. The point is per­
haps obvious, but the insight arises 
only after the issue is discussed. In­
quirers into the psychology of religion 
will profit, as well as those who deal in 
a pastoral context with the enfleshed, 
personal reality of belief or unbelief 
where textbook categories are felt to 
be deficient. P. will be criticized by 
some for reductionism and by others 
for his satisfaction over the passing of 
certain illusions, e.g., the belief in a 
God-man who wandered on earth. On 
the whole, however, P.'s work is sub­
stantial and convincing as an analysis 
of the contemporary problem of reli­
gious belief, its acceptance or rejec­
tion. 

David Michael Thomas 

Is FAITH OBSOLETE? By Robert 
McAfee Brown. Philadelphia: West-
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minster, 1974. Pp. 157. $6.50. 
At the beginning of his study of 

faith, B. acknowledges the fact that 
hope and love are in far better repute 
theologically and that for many faith is 
held to be important but not possible, 
or possible but not important. The 
thrust of his book, then, is to show the 
possibility and relevance of faith in all 
dimensions of human living. 

Two dimensions in particular are 
stressed: faith as the creative appropri­
ation of the past and faith as the 
dynamic interrelationship of content 
and commitment. B. is particularly 
sensitive to the relationship between 
thought and action, knowledge and 
will. His conviction is that faith is only 
proved true in the doing. This insight 
is developed forcefully in the last two 
chapters, which I found particularly 
stimulating. 

Chap. 4 deals with the problem of 
faith and doubt. Especially illuminat­
ing is B.'s treatment of the relationship 
between faith in a loving God and the 
dark aspects of human life, such as 
innocent suffering. According to B., 
faith and experience must be under­
stood dialectically. One sheds light on 
the other. Thus, e.g., the dilemma 
between an all-powerful and an all-lov­
ing God is redefined through the reali­
zation that "divine power turns out not 
to be something static, harsh, remote, 
but something that can only be under­
stood as working through love" (p. 
102). "And that, in turn, means that 
we must see the suffering that goes on 
about us not as the place where God is 
absent, but as the place where he is 
present, where he may in fact be most 
fully present, involved in it, participat­
ing in it, wrestling with it and unwil­
ling to let it remain as it is, seeking 
along with us to bring some good out of 
it" (p. 104). B. concludes that "where 
faith is at issue, the payoff is whether 
or not it leads to our being 'poured into 
life.'" The truth of faith is tested 

through involvement, which in turn 
leads to a redefinition of faith, and so 
the process continues, evolving dialec-
tically. 

Although this study is brief, it is 
rich. B. has drawn from a wealth of 
Protestant and Catholic authors as 
well as from personalist philosophy 
and literature to support his argument 
that faith is basic to life. The style is 
straightforward, the exposition lucid, 
so that the book is accessible not only 
to other theologians but to the wider 
community of faith as well. 

John J. O'Donnell, S.J. 

TABLE TALK WITH THE RECENT GOD. 
By Francis Sullivan. New York: Paul-
ist, 1974. Pp. 155. $4.95. 

This volume includes, besides forty-
seven of the author's poems, five "po­
etic liturgies" prefaced by an essay on 
the relationship between poetic and 
liturgical creativity. S. states that the 
discovery of a set of images expressive 
of a given culture or time is or can be 
the basis for poetry which mediates a 
religious relationship. Accordingly, 
many of these poems seek to re-create 
the experience of encounter with the 
living God in images of city and high­
way, of tall copper-glass skyscrapers, 
"irked horns in traffic," and the flash­
ing blue lights of patrol cars. Not all of 
the imagery is so urban and automo­
tive: hawks and olive trees, songs and 
skies and green water also enter into 
the sacrament of the encounter. But it 
is unmistakably a meeting in our world, 
"in the Eucharist of this time," that 
these poems and liturgies mediate. 

With the exception of the Mass 
without Scriptures, really "a poem in 
the form of the Mass," the liturgies 
mainly follow existing models at least 
in the canons, coming to rest, as S. 
notes, "in archaic forms" in the words 
of consecration. Even these transform 
in some measure the tradition they 
embody, rendering the scriptural for-
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muías with unusual simplicity and 
rhythmic grace. The other elements of 
the celebration are treated more ad­
venturously in the attempt to evoke 
through language a Eucharistie experi­
ence "dramatic in every conceivable 
way." The poems, though difficult, are 
unmistakably authentic, and bear out 
the contention of a recent anthologist 
that "poetry of merit is being written 
faster than we can read it." One hopes, 
nevertheless, that S. will get a wide 
reading among those who share his 
sense of "the stringent need for emo­
tional honesty, which is cognitive 
honesty." The essay in the middle of 
the book contains brilliant insights on 
the nature of poetry, and the designs 
and illustrations of Gloria Ortiz are 
perfect frames for the poems them­
selves. 

Justin J. Kelly, S.J. 

BUSSE IN AUFKLÄRUNG UND GEGEN­
WART. By Klaus Stadel. Pader­
born: Schòningh, 1974. Pp. 562. DM 
38. 

Sacraments are signs of God's activ­
ity and the believer's graced involve­
ment in the mysteries of salvation. 
That dual movement, situated within 
an ecclesial context, has not always 
been obvious in the theory and prac­
tice of the sacrament of penance. Such 
is the thesis advanced in this book, 
submitted as a dissertation at the 
University of Würzburg in 1973. S. 
narrows his study by focusing on the 
neglected and revealing theological 
systems of Pittroff, Giftschütz, 
Schwarzel, and Lauber. He maintains 
that the pastoral approach of these 
Enlightenment theologians is preoc­
cupied with the individual's role in the 
sacrament of penance, emphasizing 
the penitent's preparation for effica­
cious reception of the sacrament, and 
concentrating on the indispensable re­
quirement of the proper repentant dis­
positions. 

This approach, of course, has some 
merit, but S. holds, and rightly so, that 
when the emphasis becomes one-sided 
and neglects the Christological and 
ecclesial dimensions of the sacrament, 
we are dealing with a severely impover­
ished theology of penance. After all, 
the aim of the sacrament of penance is 
the liberating encounter with the 
Father and the gift of a new life in 
Christ; it is severely deficient to regard 
it only as the occasion for moral better­
ment and human effort in overcoming 
sin. 

S.'s exposition of the Jansenist pro­
clivity towards rigorous regulations 
and severity in penance is especially 
relevant. Certainly, it is helpful in 
explaining the interest of Pittroff, 
Giftschütz, and Schwarzel in the sac­
rament of penance as a time of acquir­
ing moral virtue, and Lauber's view of 
confession as a lengthy period lasting 
over a month, during which time the 
penitent confronted sin and after 
which time he received absolution. S. 
is also sensitive to what contemporary 
theology and practice of penance has 
inherited from these Enlightenment 
leaders of penance theology. In sug­
gesting how some of these excessive 
positions began, S. is also helpful ii% 
proposing a clear and sound series of 
counterbalances. 

Doris K. Donnelly 

THEOLOGY AND BODY. Edited by John 
Y. Fenton, Philadelphia: Westmin­
ster, 1974. Pp. 157. $6.50. 

Papers presented at a symposium 
in Atlanta in 1973. The papers of Sam 
Keen, Richard Zaner, and John Fen­
ton all suggest the dominant theme, 
that the human body has not figured in 
theological reflection either as a source 
of insight or as content for its conclu­
sions. If theology is to encompass all 
human life, the body, it is argued, 
must be taken more seriously. At best, 
traditional theology expressed benign 
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neglect of the body; at worst, the body 
was considered an enemy. Most papers 
suggest that the use of a phenomeno-
logical method best serves the theolo­
gian in the attempt at articulating a 
full human theology as it concerns 
corporeal existence. Little is suggested 
by way of definitive conclusion. The 
authors quite adequately describe the 
shortsightedness of the past reflection 
while suggesting some future 
directions—and some are quite imagin­
ative. Tom Driver, as is his custom, 
puts together an unforgettable essay 
as he provides a mythical theologian's 
reflection on his own body while bath­
ing in a tub. He reminds theologians 
to be fully aware of themselves, their 
hangups and bias, because it will af­
fect their work. 

Those engaged in the delicate theo­
logical inquiry of the theological en­
counter with the life sciences, theology 
and ecology, or theology and human 
sexuality, will do well to consult these 
papers. The life of the human body has 
widely interested the social and physi­
cal sciences. It is obvious that theology 
should enter this field equipped with 
more than worn-out Hellenistic cate­
gories of thought. 

David Michael Thomas 

NATURAL LAW AND THE ETHICS OF 
LOVE: A NEW SYNTHESIS. By William 
A. Spurrier. Philadelphia: Westmins­
ter, 1974. Pp. 159. $5.95. 

S. suggests a union of Roman 
Catholic law ethics with Protestant 
love ethics to formulate more adequate 
principles for the clarification of con­
temporary moral issues. Among many 
insights, most helpful is the reason for 
engaging in the process of synthesis of 
two different systems: "the primary 
way in which this process can be used 
is not to establish moral justification, 
but to achieve moral clarification. If 
there is anything new in our proposed 
synthesis between the ethical tradi­

tions of Rome and Geneva, it is only 
the affirmation that the primary pur­
pose of Christian ethics and morals is 
clarification, description, and action. 
The problem of whether a Christian 
action is justified, righteous, morally 
valid, or ethically superior to a previ­
ous condition is the province of theol­
ogy and faith " 

S. also provides a carefully nuanced 
analysis of American policy concerning 
the morality of the threat to use our 
nuclear arsenal. While he sees the 
necessity of radical modification of our 
political system, he is at a loss, like 
most of us, how this can be accom­
plished. In the realm of personal ethics, 
S. elucidates his axiom that "the prob­
lem of sex is not a sexual problem" but 
one of interpersonal relationships; 
e.g., caring love, the need to curb ex­
ploitation and egoism, are not ade­
quate. At this point there is needed 
some kind of magisterial teaching 
showing the relationship between the 
sexual fulfilment of the individual and 
the values of marriage as institution. 

Rightly, S. claims that the how of 
applying principles to realistic situa­
tions is very complex and controversial 
among ethicists. Consistently, he shies 
away from the enunciation of clear and 
binding norms for the guidance of the 
theologically unlettered laity. For such 
absolutism he faults Roman magister­
ial teaching. Thus the cleavage be­
tween Rome and Geneva remains in 
the sexual sphere. Given, however, the 
prevalence of sexual rationalization, it 
would seem that an authoritative 
norm, subject to qualification and de­
velopment, is more helpful for the 
general body of the laity. 

I hope, however, that the dialogue 
between the two major divisions of 
ethical thought within Christianity 
will continue in an atmosphere of seri­
ous scholarship and respect for differ­
ences. Since S. shows so many areas of 
agreement, and ways in which Rome 
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and Geneva can enrich each other, he 
has advanced dialogue and updated 
the state of the question in ecumenical 
ethics. 

John F. Harvey, O.S.F.S. 

THE POLITICS OF HOPE. By André 
Biéler. Translated by Dennis Pardee. 
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974. Pp. 
152. $3.95. 

An ecumenical response to some of 
the major political and ethical issues of 
the day. B. works with three major 
documents: Populorum progressio 
(1967), the report of the Conference on 
World Cooperation for Development 
(1968), and the report of the Fourth 
Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in Uppsala (1968). There is 
no detailed analysis and comparison of 
these documents. Such a comparison 
would have been helpful, for there are 
points of divergence between the 
Roman magisterium and the World 
Council. B. does skillfully blend the 
documents to illustrate the Church's 
parallel theological development in 
four major areas: man's vocation and 
the destiny of society, the alienation of 
humanity and its restoration, the role 
of a continuously renewed Church in 
this process, and the necessary, though 
temporary, character of politics. His 
interpretation demonstrates the fruit-
fulness of pursuing an ecumenical ap­
proach to these and other issues of 
major importance. 

The book has the strengths and 
weaknesses of the documents on which 
it depends so heavily. It is at its best in 
the analysis of man's alienation and 
what is required for the restoration of 
humanity. Its weakest point is the 
exposition of policies and programs 
necessary to transcend nationalism, 
racism, economic and political self-
interest. B. acknowledges that the doc­
uments under examination represent 
"official positions" and are far from 
representing the common Christian 

conscience. He makes it evident that 
the development of a Christian con­
science within the Church can only 
take place through dialogue among the 
Churches. It is also clear, as Dom 
Helder Cámara notes in his Preface, 
that for the time being, the Church 
does not need new statements on social 
issues. It does need ecumenical confer­
ences to develop in practical terms the 
establishment of justice and peace. 

Jerome R. Dollard 

GOD IN PUBLIC: POLITICAL THEOLOGY 
BEYOND NIEBUHR. By William Coats. 
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974. Pp. 
215. $7.95. 

A difficult book to review adequately 
in a few words. C. persuasively argues 
for Christian involvement in public 
affairs and vigorously flails the sins of 
capitalism. His solution is socialism, 
not state socialism on the Russian 
model but "classless" socialism on the 
Chinese model. The book, appropri­
ately subtitled a political theology, 
interprets and analyzes political-eco­
nomic systems in relation to what C. 
calls Christian eschatology. Rightly 
criticizing attempts to identify Chris­
tianity with capitalism, C. proceeds to 
canonize a highly idealized socialism. 
His indictment of capitalism, though 
telling, is one-sided, and his explana­
tion of the socialist Brave New World 
in a single chapter of twenty-five pages 
is hardly adequate. C. dislikes the 
bureaucratic socialism of the Soviet 
Union and finds the People's Republic 
of China more to his taste. But what of 
the roles of army and party in "class­
less" China? C.'s vision of socialism 
remains exactly that. 

Richard J. Regan, S.J. 

CHRISTIAN ETHICS FOR BLACK THE­
OLOGY: THE POLITICS OF LIBERATION. 
By Major J. Jones. Nashville: Abing­
don, 1974. Pp. 205. $4.50. 

J. has two purposes: an ethical eval-
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uation of various themes in black the­
ology and a suggestion for an ethical 
formulation necessary for building new 
relations between blacks and whites. 
The former takes the approach of cri­
tiquing appeals to violence made by 
some black theologians, especially 
Cone, and faulting these authors' lack 
of a constructive strategy or program 
for social change. The latter suggests 
that the state of being ex-master and 
ex-slave creates different ethical im­
peratives for each group. This ethical 
posture rejects violence both as a social 
strategy and as a viable ethical princi­
ple. Instead, J. proposes love and non­
violence both as a way of life and as a 
meaningful and constructive social 
strategy. In this he follows the thought 
of King but also relates this to Molt-
mann's theology of hope, thereby en­
suring that love will be active. 

While J. provides some worthwhile 
commentary on the role of the black 
church, an interesting critique of Cone, 
and a fair analysis of the meaning and 
role of violence and revolution, many 
of these discussions are not brought to 
a clear conclusion. Different ethical 
principles and concepts are proposed 
but they are not fully analyzed or 
resolved. At times J. seems to equate 
ethics with social-strategy decisions; 
this usage is neither clarified nor justi­
fied, although it remains problematic. 
Although at times interesting, the 
book leaves much to be desired in 
terms of conceptual clarity and rigor, 
thorough analysis of issues presented, 
and a justification for the ethical op­
tions he selects. A helpful bibliography 
is included. 

Thomas A. Shannon 

THE DEFERRED REVOLUTION: A SO­
CIAL EXPERIMENT IN CHURCH INNOVA­
TION IN HOLLAND, 1960-1970. By Wal­
ter Goddijn. New York: Elsevier, 1975. 
Pp. 202. $9.50. 

When G.'s book first appeared in its 

Dutch version in 1973, it met with 
generally unfavorable reviews in the 
Dutch press. The book is a grave disap­
pointment both for what it is not and 
what it is. It is not the insider's book 
which G., more than any other Dutch 
Catholic, could have written out of his 
eight-year experience as chairman of 
the Pastoral Institute for the Nether­
lands Church Province. G. was the 
principal architect and manager of 
the Dutch national Pastoral Council. 
As it is, G.'s allusions to this experi­
ence are anecdotal and tend to be 
grating. The book was hastily con­
ceived as a shallow hodge-podge of 
simplistic theoretical positions, histor­
ical allusions, ad hoc citations of docu­
mentation from the Pastoral Council, 
and personal bias. It is neither a coher­
ent history of the critical years under 
study nor a very illuminating interpre­
tation of the events of those years 
within Dutch Catholicism. 

In the central part of the book, G. 
invokes a naive typology of progress 
and regress in the Church based on the 
articulation of the exercise of authority 
with scholarly study and the publicity 
media that does little either to explain 
the explosive structural changes in 
Dutch Catholicism or illumine the 
topic of church innovation. Although 
the book abounds in sociological jar­
gon, it is not properly a sociological 
study, since no theory is ever really 
tested and no coherent method is fol­
lowed. The translation is often faulty, 
suggesting the original Dutch. The 
book, despite its grave defects and 
superficial treatment, is nonetheless 
the only full-length treatment of 
church change in the Netherlands from 
a sociological perspective so far to 
appear in English. It is a pity that G.'s 
treatment rarely raises the discussion 
of this experiment in church innova­
tion beyond the level of popular jour­
nalism. 

John A. Coleman, S.J. 
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ATTACK ON PRIVACY. By John Curtis 
Raines. Valley Forge: Judson, 1974. 
Pp. 144. $4.95. 

The basic thesis of this stimulating 
and well-documented study is that the 
"space to be human" is "a basic right" 
and that the whole economic, market­
ing, industrial, political, and social 
structure of our society is increasingly 
encroaching on this space, and thus on 
a basic human right (pp. 11-13). R., 
associate professor of religion and soci­
ety at Temple University, carefully 
illustrates with specific, documented 
examples where and how this en­
croachment occurs. In particular, he 
argues that two complementary pres­
sures "threaten to unravel our heritage 
of freedom . . . (1) the invasion of per­
sonal privacy for the sake of commer­
cial or political advantage and (2) the 
privatizing of effective public power in 
the hands of a highly benefited minor­
ity" (p. 114). The attack on privacy 
affects us not only as individuals but 
also as social persons. For the purpose 
of effective administration and effi-
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Bergren, Richard Victor. The Prophets 
and the Law. New York: Hebrew 
Union College, 1974. Pp. 231. $12.50. 
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cient management, the world of per­
sonal reserve and privacy is depriva-
tized, made publicly available, and 
leased to the managerial elite. At the 
same time and for the same reason, the 
public world is transformed into a 
realm of private management under 
the sole control of an elite minority. 
"This reversal of public and private 
worlds reflects a loss of confidence at 
the spiritual level" (p. 13) and tends to 
destroy personal self-esteem, social 
dignity, communal loyalty, and indi­
vidual integrity. For this reason, what 
may seem a matter of politics and 
business is also and primarily a matter 
of the spirit; for the attack on privacy 
affects the quality of the allegiance 
which man can give, within the mun­
dane order, to the transcendent des­
tiny which is his both individually and 
socially. R.'s concluding chapter con­
tains a number of specific, valuable 
suggestions for making statutory laws 
more responsive to the needs of man's 
spiritual being. 

John J. Mawhinney, S.J. 
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