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almost every discussion and he faces greater difficulties with the Barthian 
Protestant than he does with the Anglican Catholic in the essay, "Can 
Religion be Discussed?" The Barthian freely admits to the logician that we 
can only talk nonsense when we try to talk about God, because our language 
is the language of sinful men and is utterly unfitted for such use. The laws 
of thought and the laws of grammar forbid us to confess our faith, because 
when we try to speak of God we find it impossible even to begin. God, with 
whom all things are possible, comes to our assistance and takes up our words 
and thoughts and makes them carry His meaning and His message to men. 
This notion, that nonsense may be given sense by an act of sheer omnip
otence, is repeated frequently by Barth in his Prolegomena to Church 
Dogmatics. For Barth, the very possibility of a science of theology depends 
on this miracle and this miracle alone, as can be seen in his refusal explicitly 
and absolutely to try and justify his "nonsense" by criticizing or qualifying 
or revising the laws of thought like Hegel or Kant, to whom Barth is very 
close. The Barthian Protestant can only say to the logician: "Lord, I 
believe; help thou my unbelief. Of course, unbelief is inevitable, to me as 
well as to the logician, and yet—God's grace is irresistible." Such a response 
may disarm the logician for a short time, but then mounting irritation sets in. 

The essay on the "Existence of God" criticizes the classical arguments 
for God's existence in much the classical way, and Prof. Findlay attempts 
to establish the grounds for positive theoretical atheism by an argument 
which Prof. Hughes calls the "Ontological Disproof" for God's existence. 
This is an argument from the analysis of a concept to non-existence, just as 
the ontological proof is an argument from the analysis of a concept to 
existence. The criticism of this effort at an ontological disproof of God's 
existence is interesting, coming as it does from one who himself regards as 
invalid all the arguments for God's existence: "An ontological disproof can 
certainly be valid but only on one condition, viz. that the concept shall be 
shown to be self-contradictory; thus the proposition 'there is a round square 
in the next room' could be refuted by an ontological disproof. What I think 
Professor Findlay requires to show is that there is a contradiction of this 
kind involved in the notion of a necessary being, or, if you prefer, in the 
statement ' "X exists" is a necessary proposition.' This he has not shown; 
the nearest he offers to an argument for it is the contention that all neces
sary propositions are tautologies and no tautology can be existential; but 
if I have been correct in pointing out that this, if it has been shown at all, 
has been shown to hold only of the necessary propositions of logic and 
mathematics, then what we have here is simply the old sad story of a useful 
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but limited technique over-reaching itself—and over-reaching itself by an 
assumption it can do nothing to justify." Consequently, Prof. Hughes doubts 
that there is a rational case for the positive dogmatic atheist. 

The discussion on "A Religious Way of Knowing" by C. B. Martin will be 
of interest to the epistemologist; the others, "On Divine Omnipotence and 
Human Freedom" by Antony Flew, "Religion as the Inexpressible" by 
Thomas McPherson, and "The Perfect Good" by C. B. Martin will stimulate 
and irritate the Thomistic natural theologian. Lastly, reference should be 
made to Patrick-Nowell Smith's essay on "Miracles," in which criticism is 
directed at Lunn's presentation of the possibility of a miracle. Prof. Smith 
might well request for himself a clarification of the concept of the super
natural, because for Smith it is "nothing but a new field of scientific inquiry, 
a field as different from physics as physics is from psychology, but not 
differing in principle or requiring any non-scientific method" (p. 253). 

Le Moyne College, Syracuse, N.Y. THOMAS A. WASSMER, S.J. 

THE MEANING or THE CREATIVE ACT. By Nicolas Berdyaev. New York: 
Harper, 1955. Pp. 344. 

"This book reveals the theme of my whole life." The Meaning of the 
Creative Act was thus specified by Nicolas Berdyaev in 1911, when it was 
first written. By 1926, when he was an exile in Paris, he tempered the 
crusading quality of his zeal and the optimism with which he foresaw "the 
imminent dawn of a creative religious epoch." With this first English transla
tion of one of his earliest works, it now becomes possible to review his think
ing with new insight; for The Meaning of the Creative Act flickers with lights 
that dispel some of the many shadows still abiding on the body of his deeper 
thought. In this "Essay in the Justification of Man" he touches the nerve 
center of nearly all the themes he developed at greater length in his later 
writing. For instance, it is a book clearly provoked by the moral and spiritual 
poverty of contemporary crisis. From it emerges the apocalyptic and 
eschatological nature of his thought wherein he reveals himself more the 
companion of St. Augustine than of Oswald Spengler. While it builds on the 
thesis that history is per se tragic, nevertheless its contradictions may be 
resolved when set against the background of eternity. 

In seeking the reconciling relationships between human tragedy and 
eschatological harmony, B. begins and ends with the person, a universe in 
individual form, unique, unrepeatable. The person is the existential center 
of the universe, nor can he be centered in any universal unity. It is here 
that one perceives the logic of those critics who would deal with B. ex
clusively from the existential point of view. For it is here, too, that one sees 
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the similarity between B.'s problem and Dostoievski's. It is the problem of 
the human person free to choose between the absolute affirmation of self 
even to the point of rebellion against God—these are echoes of Sartre draw
ing necessary conclusions from a logical atheism—and free to choose a life 
nourished by the Christian love of God. 

When he treats of the need of the human spirit to seek the suprasensual 
and God, and therefore the concomitant importance of eschatology in 
lending meaning to individual experience and to history, B. almost falls 
back entirely upon Solovyov, the poet-philosopher and mystic. Solovyov 
gave him the mysticism of Sophia, the Divine Wisdom of God, whereby he 
refused to accept the tangible world as the ultimate reality and sought 
justification for an irrational belief in another world. The "irrational" 
element provides yet another link with the modern existentialist. 

The Meaning of the Creative Act condemns and categorically contemns 
philosophy as an intellectual system. B. speaks of it as "Hamletism." He sees 
intellectualism as the bane of philosophy even as scientism is the bane of 
science. "In the rationalism of Descartes, in the empiricism of Hume, and 
the criticism of Kant, reflection and doubt are lifted to the rank of a virtue 
of philosophic knowledge." These are the very qualities that make phi
losophy passive, deprive it of its active-creative character. For B., the 
authentic philosopher cannot limit himself to the objective; he must also 
benefit humanity. And thus, the philosopher must be a reformer, a prophet, 
too, of a perfect age to come. In other words, the authentic philosopher must 
be another Berdyaev. 

The concept of the authentic philosopher also clarifies B.'s stand on the 
problem of existence. He asks two questions: What is the value and sig
nificance of spiritual reality, and what is the value and significance of the 
creative act? Spiritual reality is the power behind the creative act of man. 
And the creative act is the only means by which man can break out of the 
closed subjectivity of the ego, out of the circle of the present life wherein 
he is continually subject to the risk of being objectivized and made passive. 
The thesis in non-Berdyaevian language reduces itself to man's essential, 
inherent, innate need for the infinite as expressed in his power to transcend. 

The book contains other interesting material on B.'s thought, racism and 
collectivism, redemption, gnoseology, a veritable mystique of sex, humanism, 
and society. Certainly this book will help philosophers everywhere to under
stand the mind, the theology, ontology, psychology, and mysticism, of one 
of the most challenging analysts of the philosophy of history and of religion. 

Fordham University VICTOR R. YANITELLI, S.J. 
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BEGINNINGS: GENESIS AND MODERN SCIENCE. By Charles Hauret. 
Translated and adapted by E. P. Emmans, O.P. Dubuque: Priory Press, 
1955. Pp. 304. $3.25. H.'s purpose is to explain, without any attempt 
at erudition and from a practical point of view, the doctrinal content of 
Gn 1-3. The general characteristics of the biblical picture of the universe 
are compared with those portrayed by modern science. Here H. touches 
on the age of the world, the order of the "six days," spontaneous genera
tion, and the evolution of the species. There follows an exegesis of Gn 
1:26-27; 2:4b-7, 18-24. H. then gives what he calls the real history of the 
temptation, with detailed treatment of the significance of the trees of life 
and of knowledge, and the problem raised by the scientific thesis of polyg-
enism. Chapter 5 gives an historico-critical exegesis which pictures the 
two antagonists, Eve and Satan; the two hostile camps; the one conquered 
and the other vanquished. The Eve-Mary relationship, the crusade against 
Satan, and Christ the Redeemer are the main themes developed. 

PROVIDENCE AND SUFFERING IN THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS. By 

Edmund F. Sutcliffe, S.J. Edinburgh: Nelson, 1955. Pp. viii + 175. 15*. 
In relatively short space the author undertakes to outline the position of 
the problem of suffering and the solutions offered by some ancient non-
biblical religions and by the Old Testament writers, and briefly to show 
how the New Testament revelation transcends and perfects them. The 
scheme adopted is partly chronological and partly topical. The book, 
though a work of genuine scholarship, is suited for general and popular 
rather than for specialized use. 

THE CHURCH TEACHES: DOCUMENTS OF THE CHURCH IN ENGLISH 

TRANSLATION. By Jesuit Fathers of St. Mary's College. St. Louis: Herder, 
1955. Pp. xiv + 400. $5.75. The urgent need for a collection of the 
more important Church documents in English translation prompted the 
Jesuit Fathers at St. Mary's (Kansas) to initiate this project. Designed 
primarily for use as a source-book in college and university theology 
courses, this volume gives the student of theology, unskilled in the tradi
tional languages of the Church, an opportunity to consult those pronounce
ments of the pontiffs, councils, and bishops of the Church which are more 
important and which are used most frequently in the ordinary courses of 
theology. Though some may question the omission of an individual docu
ment, the selection in general is most satisfactory and more than adequate 
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for the end proposed. The translations are accurate, clear, and readable. 
Other attractive and helpful features of the work are the arrangement of 
documents according to the principal doctrines of the faith, short historical 
and dogmatic introductions to the various sections and individual selec
tions, handy cross-references within the book itself and to corresponding 
nuinbers in Denzinger, and finally very helpful detailed topical and sub
ject indices. The appeal of the book is not limited to seminary and college 
students of theology but should be of interest to clergy and laity desirous 
of reading in translation the important documentary teaching of the 
Church. 

S. THOMAE DE AQUINO SUMMA THEOLOGIAE. Vols. 1-3: PARS PRIMA, 

PRIMA SECUNDAE, SECUNDA SECUNDAE. Cura et studio Instituti Studio-
rum Medievalium Ottaviensis. 2nd ed.; Ottawa: Commissio Piana, 1953. 
Spurred by the wartime impossibility of obtaining copies of the Summa 
from Europe, the Commissio Piana published the first American edition 
between 1941 and 1946. Since the editors were unable to secure permission 
to utilize the Leonine text, they reprinted the next best, the editto Piana 
of 1570-71, and footnoted the important variants of the Leonine. The most 
original and valuable feature of the new edition was its probable identifica
tion of most of the authors whose opinions are cited anonymously ("qui
dam" or "alii") by St. Thomas. No other edition contains the same infor
mation, and for this reason the Piana nova is indispensable to the scholar. 
It was published, however, primarily for use as a text-book, and has been 
excellently designed for that purpose. Only the text of St. Thomas is given, 
with parallel references to his other works in chronological order and iden
tifications of the sources to which he refers; doctrinal comments by the 
editors have been omitted in the interest of objectivity. In this second 
edition numerous mistakes in the text, notes, and bibliography of the first 
have been corrected. Volumes 4, Pars tertia, and 5, Supplementum, will 
appear shortly. The list price of the set is $24.00 (Canadian currency) plus 
postage ($.69). Inquiries should be addressed to Commissio Piana, 96 
Empress Avenue, Ottawa 4, Canada. 

L'EVÊQUE ET SON ÉGLISE. Cahiers de la Pierre-qui-vire 8. Paris: Desclée 
de Brouwer, 1955. Pp. 224. A collection of texts and brief essays 
dealing with the model, the importance, and the mission of the bishop. 
The quotations from Ignatius of Antioch, Cyprian, John Chrysostom, and 
John Fisher are particularly noteworthy. Spicq, Mohrmann, Bouessé, and 
Lechesne are among the contributors to the third part, which studies the 
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complex mission of the bishop, at once the guardian and interpreter of the 
faith and the leader, sanctifier, and defender of his people. Laurie's "Actes 
de l'épiscopat" is a useful chronicle of the principal declarations by Con
tinental bishops during the last seventeen years. 

DER LEIB UND DIE LETZTEN DINGE. By Hans-Eduard Hengstenberg. 
Regensberg: Pustet, 1955. Pp. 302. A revision of the author's Tod 
und Vollendung (1938). The central problem is: "how does the temporal 
empty into the eternal?" H. examines (a) the meaning of the material, 
from its sheerly atomic structure to its wedding with the spirit in the 
human body; (b) the meaning of the eternal, especially as seen in the doc
trine of God's presence; and (c) the meaning of "consummation," particu
larly in the ultimate glorification of the body and the perfection of human 
participation in the divine. 

STRIVING FOR PERFECTION. By L. Colin, C.SS.R. Translated by Kathryn 
D. Wyatt. Westminster, Md.: Newman, 1955. Pp. xiv + 272. $3.50. 
Drawing widely from the lives of outstanding saints, eminent spiritual 
writers, and canonized Rules, Père Colin develops a readily readable trea
tise on the fundamental obligation of the religious state. The nature and 
importance of a continuous, generous, persevering effort to rise to the sum
mits of sanctity, and an exposition of what perfection consists of in terms 
of purity, fervor, and charity with modern examples, are presented with 
the intent of offering "an ideal of sanctity" and a "program of life" for 
religious. 

HELPS AND HINDRANCES TO PERFECTION. By Thomas J. Higgins, S.J. 
Milwaukee: Bruce, 1955. Pp. ix + 258. $4.50. In an earlier work, 
Perfection Is for You, Fr. Higgins, professor of ethics at Loyola College, 
Baltimore, demonstrated that perfection is the goal of all, whatever their 
state in life. Those who found this work inspiring will welcome its sequel, 
in which H. takes up the obstacles which hinder men—particularly laymen 
—from realizing that goal, and then suggests effective aids for attaining 
sanctity in our present day. In twelve instructive chapters he treats of 
fear, inordinate love of material goods, and spiritual sloth, as well as the 
attitude which faith should inspire in a modern Christian towards work, 
pleasure, use of time, social relationships, and working for the welfare of 
others. 

FRANCISCAN PERFECTION. By Césaire de Tours, O.F.M.Cap. Trans
lated by Paul Barrett, O.F.M.Cap. Westminster, Md.: Newman, 1956. 
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Pp. χ + 193. $3.25. The crucifix is the symbol of the Catholic faith, 
but for Francis of Assisi it is much more than a symbol: it is the path to 
perfection. To return God's love for man, man must crucify himself for 
God's sake. This study of the spirituality of the Seraphic Father is divided 
into five parts and centered around the great events of his saintly life, the 
early days of preparation at Assisi, the beginnings of the Franciscan aposto
late at the Portiuncula, and the stigmata at Mount Alverna. In all his 
words and actions his ardent love for Christ crucified shines forth as a 
stirring example for those who would strive for sanctity along the path of 
Franciscan perfection. 

WHEN You PRAY. By Richard Klaver, O.S.C. Westminster, Md.: New
man, 1955. Pp. 209. $3.50. After an opening chapter on the nature 
and types of prayer, K. introduces the prayer given by our Lord Himself 
to one of His disciples asking, "Lord, teach us to pray. . . ." The 
Our Father is subsequently analyzed in its principal phrases with an em
phasis on its theological background. Thus is it indicated that "the com
bined depth and simplicity of its several petitions makes it eminently 
suitable to form the true and solid foundation of all our prayer." 

T H E NAMES OF CHRIST. By Louis of Léon, O.S.A. Translated by Edward 
J. Schuster. St. Louis: Herder, 1955. Pp. xl + 315. $4.75. Arranged 
in the form of a conversation among three friars, this book provides a 
commentary on the various names which are applied to Christ in the Sacred 
Scriptures. It is not meant as an exegetical, technical work, but gives a 
practical, inspirational approach toward the knowledge of Christ. One 
can better understand the perfections of Christ from an appreciation of 
the significance of the names given to Him by the Holy Spirit in Scripture; 
for they are symbols beneath which God has hidden a wealth of under
standing. L., a renowned theologian at the University of Salamanca in 
the sixteenth century, stresses union with Christ and imitation of Him 
as the principal means for arriving at perfect charity. 

THE LIGHT BEYOND: A STUDY OF HAWTHORNE'S THEOLOGY. By Leonard 
J. Fick. Westminster, Md.: Newman, 1955. Pp. xxiv + 184. $3.50. 
Aiming to establish in detail the initial dogmatic concepts which give 
coherence and meaning to Hawthorne's fictional representations of life, 
Fr. Fick investigates the novels, notebooks, and letters in order to dis
cover the writer's views on God, man, sin, and religion. From the evi
dence it appears that Hawthorne was an eclectic, fundamentally Christian, 
and orthodox more often than not, although he was not one to systematize 
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his beliefs. His unshakable belief in an inscrutable providence is the thread 
which unifies his unceasing efforts to resolve the problem of God's omnip
otence and suffering humanity. The sorrows and misfortunes of human 
existence are seen by Hawthorne as the means of thrusting into sharper 
relief the "eternal beauty," God's providence, as it writes straight with 
crooked lines. 

JOHN HENRY NEWMAN: THE CONCEPT OF INFALLIBLE DOCTRINAL 

AUTHORITY. By Romuald A. Dibble, S.D.S. Washington: Catholic Uni
versity of America, 1955. Pp. xix + 319. Newman's concept of in
fallible doctrinal authority was transformed and evolved gradually as his 
views on doctrinal development underwent change and growth. As an 
Anglican, he limited this supernatural prerogative to a role of indefecti-
bility in the transmission of a static deposit during a definite historical 
period in the past, i.e., prior to the break in ecclesiastical unity. The ad
vance from this inadequate concept to the truth was effected by a rein-
terpretation of historical facts: considering the de facto manner in which 
revelation was given to man, Christian doctrine admits of true develop
ment contemplated by its divine author; infallibility, therefore, is of in
trinsic necessity. In tracing the progress of Newman's thought, D. utilizes 
principles on Newman developed by the director of his dissertation, Dr. 
Edmond D. Benard. Several charts are appended to accompany a study 
of Newman's Prophetical Office of the Church and his views on the develop
ment of doctrine. 

THE ORDINATION OF EXEMPT RELIGIOUS. By Maur J. Dlouhy, O.S.B. 
Washington: Catholic University of America, 1955. Pp. ix + 146. $2.00. 
An integration of the canonical requisites with the nature of the religious 
state. D. concentrates on the modifications in relationships occasioned by 
the fact that three principals (rather than two, as in the case of secular 
clerics) are involved in the ordination of exempt religious. Problems con
nected with the requirements for admission into the novitiate, the power 
of a regular abbot de regimine to ordain, and the determination of the 
proper bishop to receive the dimissorial letters are treated in detail. 

THE LOCAL SUPERIOR IN NON-EXEMPT CLERICAL CONGREGATIONS. 

By Robert E. McGrath, O.M.I. Washington: Catholic University of 
America, 1954. Pp. viii + 127. $2.00. An historical conspectus of 
the growth and juridical government of non-exempt clerical congregations 
of pontifical approval, and a commentary on the principal laws of the 
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Code which deal with local superiors in such congregations. Among the 
more notable positions defended by the author are: (a) before the promul
gation of the Code there was no common law that governed congregations 
in which the members took simple vows; (b) the basis of the dominative 
power possessed by superiors in such congregations is neither the vow of 
obedience nor the self-surrender implicit in a religious profession, but the 
fact that the non-exempt congregation is a society which has been lawfully 
established by the Church; and (c) familiares in canon 509, §2, 2° includes 
all the persons listed in canon 514, §1. 

D E VICARIO ADIUTORE. By Mannes M. Calcaterra, O.P. Naples: D'Auria, 
1955. Pp. 178. Deals in successive chapters with the parochial vicar's 
office (including an historical survey of its origin and development), his 
nomination (the right of presentation, justifying causes, and mode of 
nomination), power (nature and extent), certain rights and obligations 
(e.g., title to support, duty of residence), and the expiration of his ap
pointment (e.g., by renunciation or revocation). 

WHAT IS CATHOLICITY? By Paul H. Hallett. Cleveland and New York: 
World Publishing Co., 1955. Pp. 254. $3.50. A newspaperman and 
convert, H. attempts "to explain the principles that guide Catholicity and 
interlace its doctrines, worship, and discipline." He views the Church 
from many aspects: her nature, motives, sources, philosophy, dogma, and 
practice. Among the modern problems, important doctrines, and apologetic 
questions which he develops are the salvation of non-Catholics, the welfare 
state, sex education, the evolution of dogma, Church and state, penance, 
confession, and Church authority. Explanations, owing partly to the 
sources (primarily seminary text-books) and partly to the extensive sub
ject matter, are often cursory and at times presented in generalizations 
which might easily be misunderstood. 

ESSAYS PHILOSOPHICAL AND THEOLOGICAL. By Rudolf Bultmann. 
Translated by James C. G. Greig. New York: Macmillan, 1955. Pp. xii + 
337. $4.75. An excellent translation of some of B.'s essays on philo
sophical, literary, and theological themes in the second volume of Glauben 
und Verstehen. Some of the titles will show the significant subjects treated: 
"Christ the End of the Law," "The Understanding of Man and the World 
in the New Testament and in the Greek World," "Grace and Freedom," 
"Prophecy and Fulfilment," "The Problem of Hermeneutics," and "The 
Significance of Jewish Old Testament Tradition for the Christian West." 
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THE CHURCH FACES THE CHALLENGE. London: Longmans Green, 1955. 
Pp. 124. The third of a series of reports of a special commission ap
pointed by the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland to examine 
the influence of secular movements, especially of materialistic Communism. 
The first dealt with the actual functioning of Communism, the second with 
the attitude of Communist regimes toward Christianity and the Church, 
with certain emphases on the Church's answer to this attitude. This report 
deals with the more sociological aspect of the Christian answer, and spe
cifically treats of such areas as the structure of modern society, industry, 
the race problem, food and population. 

THE SPOIL OF THE VIOLENT. By Emmanuel Mounier. Translated by 
Katherine Watson. London: Harvill, 1955. Pp. 85. Until his death 
in 1950, Mounier was the leader of the personalist school in France. 
Founder and editor of Esprit, he distinguished himself as a patriot in the 
Resistance, as a Catholic in his championship of the Church, and as a 
critic in his analysis of modern religious and social thought. In Spoil of the 
Violent he has given us a characteristically forceful diagnosis of the funda
mental maladies of contemporary Christianity: lack of virility, petit 
bourgeois morality, and half-sincere faith. Convinced that these ills are not 
congenital but engendered by parasites, Mounier ardently appeals for a 
return to the "ridge" between the transcendence of God and the univer
sality of sin, and for an abandonment of the morality which puts the es
sence of the spiritual life in a "prudent management of small holdings in 
the virtues." The hypervirility of the Middle Ages provoked a necessary 
emphasis on the doctrines of mortification, obedience, and otherworldli-
ness; but the prolongation of this stress has resulted in a disproportionately 
feminine Christian, fearful of his body, his will, and his environment. Only 
by fortitude and self-reliance, joined to a healthy use of his body and a 
brave commitment to the world about him, can the modern Christian save 
himself and society. 
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